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LECTURES 
ON THE 


DISEASES OF WOMEN AND CHILDREN, 
DELIVERED AT GUY'S HOSPITAL BY 


DR. BLUNDELL. 


Lecture XXVIII. 
Of the Hemorrhoids of Women. 


Women frequently become the subjects of 
diseases of the rectum, and though they do 
not belong, in strictness, to obstetrics, yet I 
am induced to make a few remarks upon 
them, as they are brought more especially 
wader the notice of the accoucheur. When 
a women becomes the subject of h 
rhoids, she has tumours lying externally or 
within; hence the disease has been divided 
into the erternal and internal. The cause 
of these hemorrhoidal swellings is not | 
always distinotly stated, indeed, it seems 
that they are not i by any one 
single ceuse only, but result rather from a 
combination of ditferent causes, which may 
operate in different degrees on different 
individuals, or in the same individual! uader 
different attacks. 

The principal cause of the internal piles, 
seems to be an elongation and expansion of 
the ianer membrane of the gut, which be- 
comes broader aud larger than it was in 
health, and thereby spreads out ; a thicken- 

of the membrane, a varicose state of the 
veins, to which may be added, occasional 
inflammation, with all the tumefaction which 
is the result of the inflammation. Now, 
when all this takes place, and the inner 
membrane of the bowels descends, whether 
at other times, or during the evacuation of 
the contents of the bowels, a fit of the 
hemorrhoids may be said to exist; and a 
tumour sometimes appears at the verge of 
the anus, as large as the pullet’s egg, or 
larger, and this tumour may continue to lie 








forth, or, as in most cases, it may be easily 
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reduced by a little pressure of the fingers. 
The intumescence of external piles, ap- 
pears to be produced, first, by an elongation 
of the delicate skin which hes around the 
anus externally, secondly, by a varicose state 
of the veins, thirdly, by inflammation giving 
rise to ordinary tumefaction, and which may 
ultimately occasion a deposit of adhesive 
matter, which may become organized, and 
lay the foundation of permanent tumour, the 
bulk of which may vary with inflammation. 
When the patient is not under the fit of the 
disease, the expanded integument may con- 
tract itself, the vessels also may shrink ; the 
inflammation ceasing, the swelling may sub- 
side ia good measure, like an inflamed swel- 
ling on your fingers ; and thus the appear- 
ance of the disease may in good measure 
vanish. 

It will deserve your attention, that in 
general, hemorrhoids are a solitary disease, 
unaccompanied with any other graver affec- 
tion ; nor is it often that it destroys life, 
though by impairing health, it may go far to 
destroy the happiness of the patient. It is 
not always, however, that hemorrhoids are 
a solitary aod i t disease. Carci- 
noma of the rectum, stricture of the rectum, 
prolapsus of the uterus, procidentia of an 
enlarged ovary, not to mention other con- 
current accidents of less importance, are 
now and thea observed ; nor must we lose 
sight of this, when we are endeavouring to 
investigate the morbid anatomy of this 
disease. 

Of hemorrhoids it is unnecessary to 
remark, thut they usually attack the patient 
by fits; for weeks she may labour under 
them, and for weeks together she may be free 
from them, As with the catamenia, so with 
the hemorrhoids, (though far more rarely, ) 
there may be an evident transfer of action 
from the head to the gut; previous to the 
attack, the head may have been as giddy 
and aching as in cases of amenorrhea, and 
when the piles come on, all the cephalic 
symptoms may be very much in the same 
manner, as by a flow from the uterus. 

Under an iwmorrhoidal attack, patients 
are sometimes affected with the tumours, 
merely without bleeding, and accompanied 
with shooting pains, which may cause them 
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to complain severely, now those constitute 
what are denominated by the lower classes 
of society, the blind piles; in other cases, 
where there is a smart attack, there is too a 
discharge of blood; that is, one or more of 
these varicose vessels, veins, or arteries, 
generally arteries, opens, and it is from 
those vessels that the discharge takes place. 
The quantity which escapes is various, some- 
times, however, large; a pint, a quart, a 
greater measure, may be effused, and much 
alarm may be occasioned by the consequent 
collapse, though death itself is rare. If the 
hemorrhoids are external, the blood gets 
away immediately, but if they are internal, 
the blood discharged may coagulate and 
come away by the forcing of the patient, 
who supposes that the ordinary contents of 
the bowels require evacuation, and is greatly 
surprised and alarmed, to observe a large 
effusion of blood. 

Under the milder attacks, the health may 
be very good, and its relief of the head 
may sender it desirable; but where the at- 
tacxs are frequent, and the eruptions of 
blood large, there the health may be very 
greatly reduced, debility, irritability, dropsy, 
nay, in some cases, death itself being the 
consequence. It deserves your notice, how- 
ever, that although great reductions of 
health have been known to take place, yetit 
is very rarely that persons die under the 
disease ; they are often supposed to be in 
danger, but in most cases, I think, they 
escape this last extremity: but what is life, 
when deprived of that health which makes 
life valuable? 

Treatment.—In treating an attack of 


DR. BLUNDELL ON HZ MORRHOIDS 


other part. It is said, thet you may very 
effectually relieve the piles by making a few 
punctures in them with the lancet, so as to 
take away a little blood from the part; and 
the patient may. be taught (provided she is 
|a woman of alittle spirit) to perform this 
operation for herself. You will sometimes 
find there is a vast deal of pain in the pelvis, 
felt more especially in the gut. Hemor- 
rhoids in this state may be called the irri- 
table, and there is, ] suspect, in many 
cases, vertical fissure of the membrane lin- 
ing the anus. If fissure exist, it may be 
ascertained by examination, and should be 
treated as hereafter recommended ; if there 
is mere irritability, leeches and other ano- 
dynesare proper. Anodynes may be taken 
into the stomach, or else in the form ofa 
suppository, they may be introduced into the 
rectum; but I suspect you will find, if you 
mix up soap with the opium, which is the 
way & suppository is generally put into the 
rectum, a good deal of pain will be pro- 
duced, and it may not remain there ; some 
other mode may then be tried, anda very 
convenient method of administering the 
anodyne, is by mixing up with four or five 
drachms of mucilage, two or three grains of 
opium, which may lie there, though a very 
large injection would be immediately re- 
fused. For these injections a small syringe 


may be used. 

6 the piles bleed very largely, so that 
life should seem to be endangered, the 
most effectual method of ascertaining and 
relieving the cause of the hemorrhagy 
would be by inspecting the rectum, whe- 





ther by a speculum ani, or otherwise; 


hemorrhoids, it should be your first endea- | sometimes under urging, the bleeding parts 


vour to satisfy yourselves that the disease is | 


hemorrhoid merely, and, more especially, 


may be brought into sight, and then the 
parts being under view, you might take a 


that itis not piles joined with a large ac-/ ligature and tie them up, when there would 


cumulation of feces in the rectum—with | 
stricture of the rectum—with carcinoma of | 
the rectum—with prolapsus of the enlarged 
ovary, or with disease of the womb, as your 
practice would be very much influenced by 
these complications, and of course your 
prognosis. Again, in hemorrhoids it is, of 
course, of great consequence, whether the 
attack be simple or connected with other 
diseases, that the bowels should be kept 
Open, and many of the slighter attacks will 
be relieved by the use of the milder ape- 
rients, as castor oil, manna, rhubarb, sul- 
phur, and other laxatives of milder opera- 
tion ; for, in general, unless particular symp- 
toms require them, the more urgent cathar- 
tics, and especially aloes, should be avoided 
when under the attack of hemorrhoids. 
Where there is a large swelling and in- 
flammation, leeches should be applied ; you 
may also apply cold water, take away blood 
from the arm, and, in short, treat the inflam- 


or twelve leeches. 





mation as you would an inflammation in any 





be an end to the bleeding, at least fora 
time ; the operation is painful, but not dan- 
gerous, Copeland has applied ligatures 
to the inner membrane of the rectum in 
more than 200 cases, and never, I believe, in 
one instance, lost a patient in consequence. 
You had better, however, try the other re« 
medies before you resort to the ligature. 
Pressure and cold water, together with the 
usual remedies of flooding being the prin- 
cipal. 

In the treatment of bleeding piles let me 
add, that where the head is relieved by the 
bleeding, it may be better to leave the hz- 
morrhagy unchecked ; for a less of blood 
from the rectum is certainly far preferable 
to the risk of an apoplexy. Often the 
attack of piles is foreshown by a throbbing 
in the parts ; and in these cases you may, I 
suspect, reduce the subsequent, or totally 
prevent the attack, by the application of ten 
If the head were much 


affected before the attack, I would not de 
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this; but would rather suffer the piles to 
appear, and the bleeding proceed ; but, in 
the majority of cases, the head is not much 
affected, and preventive means may be used ; 
for I can at present by no means accede to 
the opinions of those who consider that 
hemorrhoids are frequently constitutional. 
When piles become old and indolent, they 
lie about the entrance of the bowel, and are 
Sometimes not removed for a considerable 
length of time. Dr. Munro, of Edinburgh, 
used to recommend strongly an ointment, 
which consisted merely of the galls mixed up 
with spermaceti ointment, in the proportion 
of a drachm to an ounce. Extirpation by the 
knife can rarely be required. When hemor- 
thoids descénd from within the bowel and 
pass forth through the anus, they ought to be 
immediately replaced. The effectual mode 
of doing this is not known to many, which 
is, first, to bear the piles upwards, and 
then, secondly, to lay as if the contents of 
the gut were to be evacuated ; this opens 
the anus, and the parts immediately ascend. 
This little maneeuvre is well worth recollec- 





tion ; nothing can be more unwise than to 
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tetiégmus; Naturally, as you see in the 
horse, the gut comes down a little way 
when the contents of the rectum are ex- 
pelled ; but if there is a great deal of urging 
down; and if, owifig to the feculent matter 
being very large and hard, it pass with 
much pressure, there is a disposition to a 
larger descent of the gut than is consistent 
with health, and by repeated urging and 
descending, the inner membrane may become 
so greatly elongated as to Jay the founda- 
tion of a very grave form of the disease. 

In those cases of the prolapsus ani, the 
following, I believe, are the most powerful 
remedies to be used in the way of pallia- 
tion: in the first place, let the bowels of 
the patient be moderately relaxed, so that 
the evacuations may be pulpy, instead of 
being large and indurated, and that they 
may pass away without effort; manna, 
castor oil, sulphur, and a little senna elec- 
tuary, or any of the milder laxatives, may 
be used for this purpose; secondly, you 
should explain to the individual the effect 
which tenesmus or constipation has, both in 
inducing and aggravating the disease ; and 


make an effort to draw up the gut when the |a principal rule, therefore, to which she is 


replacement is attempted; this effort is 
always attended with constriction of the 
anus, and thus the reduction is rendered im- 
practicable. In hemorrhoids, there are 
certain medicines of the milder kind, which 
are recommended as specifics, such are 
sulphur, copaiba, and especially Ward's 
paste, which is, I believe, made up of pep- 
pers principally, and which seems to be a 
héalthful stimulus to these parts. In the 
present state of my experience, I forbear to 
pass a judgment. 


Prolapsus Ani. 


You will sometimes find patients affected 
With another disease—a modification of the 
interna! piles—prolapsus ani as it is called. 
Now, in prolapsus of the bowel, vou are 
not to suppose that all the three textures of 
the bowel—mucous, muscular, and perito- 
neal—for the lower extremity of the rectum 
is wholly destitute of peritoneum, and it 
seéms to be nothing more than the inner 
membrane of the bowel that descends— 
sométimes one inch, sometimes two, or 
three, or four ; and where there is a great 
deal of thickening of it, and much enlarge- 
ment of the veins and arteries, the mass 
altogether may constitute a large puffy 
swelling, recognised immediately by an in- 
spection, or even by the touch, provided the 
mind is previously alive to the probable 
nature of the disease. 

The most common cause by far of this 
most troublesome affection, the prolapsus of 
the gut, is habitual constipation, and much 
of that effort of the bowels which is called 


to attend is this, that she should on no ac- 
count give way to the disposition to urge. 
When labouring under this disease and the pa- 
tient passes her feces, the inner membrane 
may descend a little way, and even the anus 
and this produces a feeling that there is 
something more to pass, which may in- 
duce more urging, and a further descent 
and desire to urge. On no account, there- 
foré, is this forcing to be continued ; but as 
soon as the contents of the bowels, wholly 
or in great measure, are passed, all further 
efforts of urging should be restrained. 
Again, When the gut descends, you should 
direct your patient to get into the habit of 
refraining, as much as may be, from con- 
traction of the sphincter ani, till the gut has 
been replaced; for the sphincter ani is, in 
good measure, a voluntary muscle; and if, 
when the bowel is down beyond the anus, 
this muscle is strongly contracted, a stran- 
gulation of the part ensues. | have already 
explained to you what is the best mode of 
replacing the prolapsed part—I mean, by 
forcing down, upon the one hand, so as to 
open the anus more widely, and, on the 
other hand, bearing the howel upwards, 
while the anus remains relaxed. This ope- 
ration ought always to be performed when 
prolapsus exists, without the needless delay 
of one moment, for the longer the parts lie 
forth, the more injury they are likely to 
sustain. 

We are recommended, in cases of this 


sort, to use medicine to strengthen and [9 


brace up the parts, but, I believe, it rarely 
happens that those medicines are of any use ; 





cold water, astringent washes, and analogous 
Us 
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medicines, may be tried ; they will amuse | plied, and the parts have been replaced, we 
the patient, and tend to sooth her mind,| ought to keep the bowels at rest, and to 
and may, therefore, be looked upon as so far| subdue the pain as far as may be by the ad- 
valuable, but they will do nothing more. | ministration of opium, according to 
‘These, then, are the principal points of | effect produced ; nor is it, in general, till the 
treatment which I should recommend to ligatures come away, that the bowels ought 
your attention, in the milder and ordinary | to be suffered to act. ‘the first evacuation 
attacks of the disease. But I will suppose often gives great pain, but every succeeding 
that the patient labours under an attack | effort is easier, till the healthy feeling of the 
of the severer form; that the bowel de-| part is reStored; castor oil is, perhaps, the 
scends a considerable way ; that there is a| best aperieut. The more the membrane 
great deal of bleeding, insomuch, that the | descends, the more likely is the operation 
general health is greatly impaired by it,! to succeed; for the cure seems to depend on 
and, further, that the attack is altogether so an adhesive inflammation, which fixes the 


distressing, that the patient is anxiously 


desirous to obtain a radical cure. What, 


then can be done? Why, in cases of this 


sort, it has been advised, that with the. 
knife or the scissars, we should cut away 
the diseased parts, but this is, I believe, | 


allowed to be, in some cases, an operation of 


prolapsing membrane to the muscular tunic 
of the rectum which remains above; and the 
more the membrane descends when down, 
the higher will it ascend when replaced ; 
and the greater will be the distance of the 
ligature, and the consequent adhesion above 
the anus, as this apparatus shows. When 


no small danger, as patients have perished | an adhesion has been formed near the anus, 
repeatedly in consequence of the subsequent | there is a risk lest the parts above should 
hemorrhage. 1 understand that some of|double over it and come down. The pain 
Our great surgeons do not scruple to state | which follows the operation is sometimes 
that they have lost more than one patient in| very severe and alarming, especially if the 
this way. Well, is there no other mode of | opium is not begun early enough, nor given 
affordingany relief? Why, yes, there isavery | largely enough. I never saw any urgent 
simple and a very beautiful operation with | danger arising from the operation, but my ex- 
which, I believe, I first became thoroughly | perience is not by any means extensive. Mr. 
acquainted from the information of Mr. | Copeland (who has, I believe, performed it in 
Copeland, to whom I am indebted for some one or two hundred cases, if not more) tella 
very valuable knowledge respecting this ;me, thatin no one instance does he recollect 
troublesome disease. I mean Copeland who | its proving fatal. Like other operations, this, 
has written so well, and so much to the pur-}I presume, fails now and then, but failures 
pose, upon the diseases of the rectum. The! are rare; im general, it prevents the further 
bladder is to be emptied, the bowels are to}descent of the membrane, puis a stop to 
be cleared, the patient labouring under the | further bleeding, even where gallons of blood 
prolapsus, to make efforts until the inner| have been previously lost, and is followed 
membrane pushes down into sight, and then | frequently by a very complete re-establish- 
the practitioner inspecting the parts which | ment of the health, unless it have been pre- 
descend, and observing that there are one or| viously ruined by the hemorrhagy. Per- 
more portions of it which appear a great/haps there are few parts of surgery more 
deal redder than the rest, and from which | beautiful than this. It is amusing to ob- 
the blood ooses; he takes a ¢enaculum, and | serve the general surgeons, whose business 
with the help of an assistant, draws forth | it is to administer help in the diseases of 
this part or fold, and keeps it on the stretch, | this, the least honoured part of the human 
and then taking his ligature of common silk, | structure, giving themselves airs of supe- 
he ties up this part—a fold of the inner | riority over the obstetrician, who undertakes 
membrane—as tight as -! be, cuts away | the relief of the diseases of the generative 
one end of the ligature, and leaves the other. | organs, as if their practice was, from the na- 
If the whole cua be contained within one | ture of the parts on which they operate, of a 
ligature, it is well; if not, it is necessary | more elevated character than that which be- 
that two or more should be applied, one end | longs to the ‘‘ vocation.” 

of the ligature being left long, so as to hang | : 

forth at the anus, and the other being cut ‘‘ Mznius absentem Novium cum carperet— 








away close upon the knot. After this an| Heus tu 

effort is made by the patient to open the; Quidam ait; ignoras te an ut ignotum dare 
gut, and by the help of pressure, the parts | nobis 

are easily replaced. After reduction of the! Verba putas—Egomet mi ignosco Menius 
bowel, ell is to be kept quiet; and by the} inquit. 


administration of opium, evacuations should 
be prevented till the ligatures come away. | 
Under this treatment, no dangerous symp- 
toms occur, After the ligature has been ap- 





Stultus et improbus hic amor est, dignus- 
que notare.” 


The gift of healing is, in a manner, 
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sacred, and reverenced on whatever part of| following letter of M. Dubois to the editor 
the body it is exerted. of the Gazette de Santé :— 

There is yet another variety of disease) ‘‘ Sir, allow me to acknowledge, by the 
about the aperture of the rectum which de-|chaunel of your journal, the obligations 
serves observation from us, and that is) which I feel to my colleagues, for the lively 
fissure of the inner membrane, vertical or interest they have shown towards me, dur- 
oblique—single or repeated. Patients la- ing my late illness, from which, by the skill 
bouring under this affection are often sup- of my friend M. Civiale, 1 have eventually 
posed to labour under uterine disease, as been freed, so that my health is rapidly re- 
prolapsus, for example, or cancer, or some covering. 1 feel proud to be able to add 
anomalous uterine affection. It is usually something to the recommendation of M. 
by paroxysms that the disease makes its Civiale’s method, which is an effectual sub- 
attack, and then the patient suffers excessive stitute for one of the most painful and dan- 
uneasiness about the centre of the body ;! gerous operations in surgery, and the inven- 
and there may be shootings, throbbings, tion of which renders his name worthy of a 
bearings, and pains, not easily described ; place in the list of the benefactors of man- 
when in the sacrum, pain above the fold of kind. 
the thigh, frequent to desire pass the water, 
relieved sometimes by recumbent posture, 
and an approximation of the knees and‘ 4th of May, 1829. 
bosom, aggravated exceedingly by the pas- 
sage of solid and indurated substances from 
the bowels, and perhaps first brought on by ANIMAL MAGUSTION. 
this cause. Careful examination detects the —_In the sitting of the Académie Royale de 
fissure, or the cicatrix of former fissure. For Médecine, on the 30th of April, M. Jules 
weeks together after an attack, the patient Cloquet concluded his account of the case 
may remain comparatively well. If the at-| in which he performed the extirpation of a 
tention is not vigilautly alive, you may long cancerous breast, while the patient was in a 
remain ignorant of the nature of this disease, | state of magnetic sleep.* For some days 
supposing the patient to labour under pro- after the operation, the patient seemed to go 
lapsus, cancer, irritable piles—affections of! on very well ; difficulty of respiration, how- 
the bladder, vagina, symphysis pubes, or ever, succeeded, accompanied by great debi- 
other parts. When once understood, it is lity, and she died on the sixteenth day. On 
easily remedied; first, by keeping the! examination, the lungs, especially that of 
bowels in a soluble state ; and then, in the! the right side, were found extensively dis- 
second place, by directing the patient to organised.—Lancette Francoise. 
apply to the anus some gentle stimulus, 
which may encourage the healing process. | 
Some of the best I know of are the mer-| successrul. TREATMENT OF ANEURISM BY 
curial—an ointment made with the cinerous THE APPLICATION OF CLAY. 
the unguent. hydrarg. nitratis, properly | 


«* | have the honour to be, &c. 
« A, Dvusors.” 














weakened, to be diligently applied to the 
part, and repeatedly—say three or four 
times in the day. It is to Mr. Copeland, of 
Golden Square, that I am indebted for most 
of what I know respecting this disease. It 
is not uncommon, and is, | believe, fre-, 
quently misunderstood. 





FOREIGN DEPARTMENT. 
i 
LITHOTRITIC OPERATION. 


M. Dvsors, the Nestor of French sur-* 
gery, was lately in a very precarious state 
of health, so that for a long time his reco- 
very, and even his life, was despaired of. 
The disease under which he laboured, was 
stone in the bladder, and we are happy to 
inform our readers, that it has ultimately 
been successfully removed by M. Civiale’s| 
method, in justice to whom we subjoin the 


C.N., a private soldier of the Imperial 
Guard, was, at the end of December, 18%7, 
admitted at the military hospital at Peters- 
burgh, on account of a swelling in the ham, 
which was, on examination, found to be an 
aneurism of the size of a fist, very hard and 
painful, and, as it seemed, threatening im- 
mediate rupture; to prevent which the 
patient had, for some days previous to his 
admission, worn a tourniquet on the thigh. 
The leg was cedematous, and very painful. 
The case having been watched for a few 
days, the operation was decided on, when 
M. Kanelsky proposed to try the effect of 
the application of clay to the tumour. The 
clay having been mixed with a sufficient 
quantity of cold water, was spread upon a 
piece of linen, laid upon the tumour, with a 
compress over it, and renewed as often as it 
became dry. The patient was besides order- 
ed a spare diet, and to keep as quiet as pos- 
sible. Under this treatment no change en- 





* Vide No, 298 of Tus Lancer. 
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sued for several days; but on the i4th da | teachers, in his dissecting-rooms, whe never 
a considerable alteration for the better took bestowed a year, or half a year, on their 
place; the size of the tumour had dimi-| preparation for teaching anatomy ; and that 
nished, the leg was not so painful, &c.| their demonstrations were more regularly 
Under the continued use of the plaister,| attended than the Doctor’s miscalled anato- 
strict diet, and rest, the condition of the|mical lectures. Nay, more ; Dr. Macartney 
patient slowly improved, so that at the end while using this language, was perfectly 
of two months he was perfectly cured, and | aware, that in'many, if not in all of the private 
at the time of the report, four months after | schools of Dublin, there were young men 
his admission into the hospital, enjoyed | delivering anatomical demonstrations there, 
perfect health.—-Journ, Milit. de Pcters-| immediately after passing an examination to 
bourg. practise, of which no grey-beard professor of 
} a college or an university might be ashamed. 
| But admitting that en unrestricted system 
| of teaching wes, as it is here assumed by 
| Dr. Macartney, to be theoretically defective, 
| its operation would soon rid us of its evils, 
DR. MACARTNEY’S EVIDENCE, ‘and secure its advantages in a state of the 

| greatest purity, as may be learned from the 

Before the Anatomical Committee of the | following intelligent query :—"‘ Does not ig- 
House of Commons. norance of the science professed to be taught 

ii |in the teachers of surgery, as well as of 
(Concluded from page 266.) | every other science, soon operate as a check 

Iw our last we had arrived at that part of on the attendance of the pupils?” We beg 
Dr. Macartney’s Evidence in which he re-| particular attention to the clumsy reply, by 
commends that private teachers should he , which it is attempted to turn the edge of this 
compelled to obtain licences for the prose- objection: —‘‘1 think not; because the 
evtion of their avocations from some of the | prices are yery often brought down in pro- 
“* constituted authorities.” One of the most portion to the quality of the instruction.” 








EXAMINATION OF 





urgent objections to this suggestion is to be | This statement is as false in fact as in ar- 


found in the question which follows it; an 
objection which does equal credit to the 
judgment and the generosity of the exa- 
miner:—*‘ Are you not aware that such a 
limitation would tend very much to prevent 
young men who have just passed through 
their studies, from earning an honest liveli- 
hood by endeavouring to obtain pupils?” 
Pray observe the piece of equivocation 
offered by way of a reply to this humane and 
prudent interrogation :—‘I do not think 
that any person is qualified to teach this 
science without five years’ preparation !” 
According to this calculation, the five years 
preceding the preparatory process are re- 
duced to acypher. Durimg that period in 
which most students lay in the whole, or 
greater part of the elementary knowledge 


which supports them through their profes- | 


sion, the Doctor charitably concludes, that 
they have really learned nothing which they 
may teach. All this time and labour how- 
ever, are such mere nonentities in the Doc- 
tor’s estimation, that it is not at all sur- | 


gument. In the first place, at the private 
schools of Dublin are paid the same fees as 
at the chartered establishments, or, if in 
anycase there be a difference, it is so emall 
that it could never be taken into aecount by 
the bumbiest student, in selecting between 
efficient and inefficient instruction. The fact, 
therefore, turns out to be the very best proof 
of that ability and enterprise which enable 
these institutions to compete with, and 
charge the same prices as, those bodies 
which are protected by a corporate monopoly. 
To the second place, it does not follow as a 
probable consequence, that a reduction in 
price would induce students to be content 
with an inferior description of information ; 
we cannot, indeed, imagine any student to be 
so stupid, as knowingly to fall into such an 
|error. Dr, Macartney would have us be- 
| lieve, that pupils purchase knowledge on the 
same principle that they buy their cloth ; 
that is, if they cannot come up to the price 
of “Saxony Blue,” they may turn to the 
other side of the shop, end match their 








prising, such a trifling item as the means of | purse in a piece of * Scotch Kersey.” But 
support during the vext “ five years’ prepara- | we believe students are in general too well 
tion,” should have escaped his observation?) informed to extend this economy to science, 
Or, perhaps he supposed that, embarked in | knowing, that it is in this as in poetry, in 
so splendid an undertaking, the young | which there happens to be nomedium, accord- 
teacher would have grown fat on the exha- | ing to the authorof the ‘‘ Art” whosays:— 
lations of the dissecting-room, and been 
clothed without a visit to the woo!len draper! 
If we mistake not, however, Dr. Macartney 
himself, more than once acted contrary to 
this opinion, by “ constituting ” young men 





———-Mediocribus esse poetis, 
Non dii, non homines, non concessere 
columne ; 


an artery is an artery, and its description 
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either true or false, whether enunciated by 
8 treble or a bass voice. The examiner was 
at least not to be deceived by so bungling an 
artifice, for he immediately asks :—‘“‘ 1s not 
that reduction of the price of teaching com- 
mon to other sciences as well as to surgery, 
and is not the imperfection soon discovered, 
and the low price rendered inexpedient to be 
paid by the pupil, on account of the inferi- 
ority of the information acquired?” ‘To 
evade the humiliation of a concession to this 
unanswerable question, the Doctor has re- 
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of the fraudulent induction that the price 
and quality of instruction have been brought 
down to meet the number, the poverty, and 
the prospects of students? Lest, how- 
ever, the natural desire of pupils to obtain 
cheap qualifications, should not appear a 
sufficient cause for the deterioration of in- 
struction, and a just ground for the pres 
vention of this evil by the limitation of pri- 
vate teachers, the Doctor strengthens his 
position, by at once declaring that pupils are 
not qualified to judge of their teachers’ 








course to the following fiction :—*‘I think | merits. Suppose we were to answer this 
not; there never has been any period at | question in the Irish way, by asking Dr. 
which so great a number of persons of li-| Macartney, whether the crowded state of 
mited means entered the profession as do the benches of the anatomical theatre in the 
now, in consequence of the difficulty of| University of Dublin, were attributable to 
making money in any other way; and hence certain laws compelling pupils to attend 
they have always a desire to obtain the ne-/| there, or to the pupils’ just appreciation of 
cessary certificate to entitle them to an exa- the merits of the proiessor who presides 
mination by the College of Surgeons at the there, what, we wonder, would be his reply? 
lowest possible rate ; besides, students are | Would he sacrifice his self-love to consis- 
not capable of judging of the qualifications | tency, and acknowledge that the law, not his 
of their teachers.” The argument of this|own high deserts, was the cause of the 
passage may be readily disposed of; its! crowded state of his benches this season? 
philosophy, or spirit, is a matter of much | No, no, we hardly think that such would be 
more serious consideratiou, First, of the the reply of the learned professor; we 
argument: no matter what the number, the rather imagine that his modesty would in- 
poverty, or the prospects of pupils may be | duce him to ascribe the fact to the capabi- 
at present, it is certain, that if they mean to lities of, his auditory to estimate his deserts, 
take degrees in any of the universities of even at the expense of his theory to the 
Kogland, Scotland, or Ireland, they must for| contrary. But it well becomes the preacher 
that purpose pay for university certificates, | of ‘‘ equality ;” the scoffer at the constituted 
as none else, by the statutes of these esta- | forms of society ; the misanthropic sneerer 
blishmeats, will be received. If they could | at wealth and rank; the man, who if we re- 
obtain certificates for attendance on the re- | collect rightly, gave his pupils a holiday to 
quired courses from private teachers at one attend Mr. Owen's ‘* levelling” lectures at 
shilling a-head, what would it avail the | the Rotunda; who, in the plenitude of his 
pupils when (as fer as graduation in uni- “ aggrarian” mania, so far forgot his habi- 
versities is concerned) these cheap certifi- | tual regard to pecuniary matters, as to sub- 
cates would entitle them to noexamination? scribe a hundred pounds to enable that 
Again, if it be the object of pupils to ob- apostle of “ radicalism" to reduce all Ire- 
tain a licence from any of the Colleges land into parallelograms, from which all dis- 
Surgeons, they must comply with the course | tinctions of birth and property were to have 
of study prescribed now by each of these been excluded: Yes; it well becomes the 
bodies, and produce certificates of attend- artist of his own fortune; the man who 
ance on the lectures of those accredited commenced his studies as poor as his compa- 
teachers whose prices are in general the | niovs; who began life as a teacher, with as 
same with those of all corporate bodies, | short a preparation as any of his contempo- 
so that the nature of their licence to raries ; who, if weare informed rightly, turns 
practise makes very little difference as to its | ed out his toes on parade for a few shillings 
cost. I of course speak only of those daily, tothe drum and fife of a litie ae 
colleges and universities in which pupils| Welsh regiment ; it well becomes this chil 

usually license and graduate. Again, if they | of fortune, to turn into the Diogenes of the 
aspire to become members, feliows, or li- | lecture-room, and from his philosophic ele- 
centiates of any of the Colleges of Physi-| vation to spit down on that low level of life 
cians, the qualification for this examination | from which he rose, and to asperse those 
includes a degree from an university, and, of| arts and pursuits hy which he ascended. 
necessity, its expenses, or the production of Here the examination takes a new turn, 
certificates equally expensive, as in the cose | and the questions proposed, will be found to 
of the Dublin College of Physicians, by | explain whatever obscurity may have veiled 
one of its recent regulations. If these pupils | the real intention of the preceding parts of 
are obliged to pay the established tolls, | Dr. Macartney’s evidence; he is asked :— 
whatever road they may take to enter on the “‘Some examination is necessary at the 
golden elysium of practice, what becomes | College of Surgeons?” Towhich he re- 
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plies :—‘ Some examination is always em-| Will the Doctor never bave done with this 
ployed by the College of Surgeons ; and for! argument; here we have it repeated as‘con- 
degrees in medicine also.” On this admis- | fidently as if it never had been refuted. We 
sion, the examiner remarks :—“ Then if im-| are also at some loss to know what this 
perfect knowledge be permitted to practise, | episode on grinding, and the public exami- 
does not the fault lie with the exeminers,| uations of the Dublin College of Surgeons, 
who apply whatever test to adequate know- | had to do with the question proposed. If 
ledge they may think requisite!" Simple | the examinations were properly conducted, 
as this question appears, and obvious as its | (the problem which the exominer wished to 
proper answer is, it is met by the following | have solved,) grinding would be of no avail 
sophistication :—“‘I think not exactly; 1| to uninformed pupils; and instead of agree- 
think that examinations, unless they were ing with the Doctor in his invidious sneer 
conducted in a different manner, on a very | at the public examinations of the College of 
different plan than they are at present in this | Surgeons, we consider this one institute as 
country, Cannot prove the person’s know- | a means of securing eflicient practitioners to 
ledge.” The very genius of Machiavel | society, worth all the other humbug regula- 
would seem to have been addressing the tions of all the universities, colleges, surgi- 
Anatomical Committee, while they foolishly | cal and medical, in the British Empire. So 
supposed that they were in communion | essential is the publicity of examination to 
with Dr. Macartney. Such is his passion| the proper discharge of that duty, that we 
for equivocation, and his determination to| conceive all other regulations would be de- 
get the private teachers in his power, that| fecuve, without this wholesome check on 
he cannot reply to a single question without |the examiner. ‘The Doctor's pertinacity, 
@ quibble to that effect. He is here plainly | however, in refusing a reply to the pre- 
asked, if examinations were properly con- | ceding propositions, is, at length, made to 
ducted, would they not be an adequate test | yield in the following question and answer : 
of qualification to practise ? but instead of | ‘* Bat are not tlre objections which you have 
answering in a direct and honest manner, he just stated, mainly founded upon the inade- 
eludes the question by omitting the hypo- quacy of the examination, or upon the in- 
thetical effect implied in the interrogatory, | competency of the examiner ?’’"—*‘ I] think 
and states, indeed, that examinations are no all examinations, except practical ones, in- 
proofs of knowledge, because they are im- | adequate.”’ ‘ihank heaven! something like 
properly conducted ; or, in other words, the a reply has been at length extracted from 
positive imperfection of examinations is ob-| him; we may now guess at his meaning ; 
jected to their problematic operation under the next question, we suppose, will make it 
altered circumstances. By this sapient all butevident. ‘* But why should not prac- 
mode of reasoning, we arrive at the conso-| tical examinations be rendered requisite, in 
latory conclusion, that the mere existence of order to render itan adequate examination 1 
error renders it incorrigible, and shuts out, No! we were deceived; the Doctor's 
for ever, all hope of reformation. | ‘* practical” examinations, now turn out to 
The Doctor, however, is never at aloss| be ‘ impossible’ ones; for he replies, 
for a sophism ; when driven from one hold, |‘ That would answer very well, no doubt, if 
he takes shelter in a second. Thus: “ Would it were possible to accomplish it!” Just as 
not it be a more proper course to allow a| we fancied we had him circumvallated ina 
competition in teaching, with all the advan- | dilemma, the supple old dialectician clears 
tages which result from that system, and to! at one bound the ramparts of logic with the 
adopt a more strict mode of examination, elasticity of a grasshopper, foreseeing that 
than that a limitation should be imposed if he admitted the competency of examina- 
upon the number or the qualifications of the | tion as a test for qualification to practise, 
teachers?’ No, that does not exactly suit) the admission might also include the com- 
the Doctor, who says, ‘I think that the petency of the same test for teaching, and 
present mode of examination does not ascer- | thus both objects be attained by the same 
tain a person's knowledge ; the truth is, a| process, he cunningly protects himself from 
person may be made up for a particular) the inference deducible from such a con- 
examination ; every person acquires a mode cession, by asserting that such an examina- 
or style of examining, which those who take | tion is altogether impossible. As throwing 
the pains of inquiring into, are able to be-| some light on the motives of this equiveca- 
come acquainted with. In the College of | tion, it may be observed here, that though 
Surgeons in Dublin, the examination is open | the Doctor considers the examination for 
to all the members of the College, who, | teaching should be a more rigorous one than 
therefore, have an opportunity of knowing | that for practising, yet, in a preceding part 
what questions each examiner puts, and of | of his evidence, he freely admits that this 
thus learning the one kind of questions usually | more difficult examination is quite possible, 
employed, and, in many cases, of even of | and strongly recommends its adoption ; but 
predicting the very questions themselves,” | when the application of this examination 
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would rescue the private teachers from bis | proves too much, proves nothing at all,” an 
grasp, it is quite impracticable. Things, in | excess of demonstration in which the Pro- 
fact, are possible and impossible, precisely | fessor of Trinity College has succeeded most 
as they suit the Doctor’s private purposes. | happily in the present instance. He will, 
So convinced was the examiner that this we have no doubt, perceive, on reflection, 
was the logical disease under which the | that it does not follow that because compe- 
Doctor laboured, that he now asks him, tition may be safely allowed in one case, it 
** What do you mean by practical examina- should also be — in cases in which 
tion ?”—* I mean, to examine a person in | the lives of individuals are concerned, It 
anatomy, surgery, and medicine, by making | is, for example, a matter of very secondary 
him dissect before you, by making him pro- | importance how he handles the knife in the 
duce preparations, by making him operate | dissecting-room on a dead subject ; his 
on a dead body, and by making him stand | errors there are harmless to the public, and 
by a sick bed and prescribe.” |may be corrected by his pupils; but mis- 

We have here, at length, obtained from | takes with that instrument on the living 
the Professor an account of that singular | subject, being quite another sort of thing, 
examination which he conceives possible in| should not be permitted. The fallacy of 
the case of teachers, and impossible in that , this argument is, we think, very clearly ex- 
of practitioners. Now we do not see one | posed in the question to which it has given 
item in this process which, in the present | rise. ‘ But is it not safer to guard against 
state of affairs, we should consider impos- the ignorance of the party instructed by 
sible. Dead bodies are not quite so scarce | good previous examination, than to allow the 
but that a sufficiency of them could be/ public to suffer largely from his ignorance 
secured for the purposes of examination ; | after he has commenced practice r’—* Yes; 








and our hospitals, in spite of science and 
the doctors, are seldom destitute of disease. 
We are happy to record the Doctor's appro- 
bation of a system of examination which we 
were the first to propose in these countries; 
we differ with him only as to the use which 
he would make of this test of qualifications 
to practise or to teach. But it will appear 
from the reply to the next question, that the 
possibility or impossibility of the examina- 
tion, the ignorance or information of the 
teacher or practitioner, is to him a matter of 
secondary importance to the limitation of 
the number of private schools. He is asked, 
“* If, by any change in the mode of exami- 
nation, perfect security could be attained for 
the public, that no incompetent practitioner 
should profess the science, are you prepared 
to admit the great advantage of free com- 
petition in instruction, as the best mode of 
giving to students a cheap education ?”’ 
Oh! no, that would never do; cheapness 
and competition are quite incompatible with 
the interests of the anatomical theatre of 
Trinity College, the incumbent of which 
accordingly enswers, ‘‘ I do not quite assent 
to the doctrine of free competition in pro- 
fessions; | think if you adopt that prin- 
ciple, you must extend it to practitioners as 


| but I think it still better to give him a good 
| education, and to insist upon his having re- 
ceived it, than to depend on any oral exami- 
nation.” The merits of this substitute, even 
for oral examination, are thoroughly ex- 
| pounded in the following interrogatories, in 
the answers to which the Doctor sinks 
deeper and deeper at every exertion to keep 
himself afloat: ‘* You bave contemplated a 
|mode of examination, which you think 
would be an adequate test?’—** Yes,”’— 
“If that were adopted, what possible ob- 
jection can you see to the free competition 
of instruction, when, by that mode of exami- 
nation, the public would be guarded against 
ignorance?” Again: the Doctor has re- 
course to the argument of impossibility, 
never recollecting that he is in the very act 
of recommending it as useful and possible in 
the case of young teachers. ‘Thus: “ I 
think that an adequate examination cannot 
be employed at present, nor ever can, while 
any obstruction exists to making use of the 
dead.” We have already shown that the 
use of the dead, and of the dying too, for all 
the necessary purposes of examination, is 
perfectly available at present; in fact, we 
do not see any limit to the number of ana- 
tomical questions which might be proposed 





well as teachers, and then you ought to have 
no examination at all, but let every man | 
practise medicine and surgery who thinks | 
fit, and let the public find out his mistakes, 
and avoid him.” One would think that 
logical, or, rather, rhetorical device, the re- 
ductio ad absurdum, was specially invented 
to make the Doctor ridiculous by the abuse 
of it. We must beg leave to remind him, 
that in his application of this fallacious form 
of argument, he has lost sight of its check 
or counterpart, which says, that ‘‘ he who 








and solved by the use of a single subject; 
and as long as a patient survived the labour 
of examivation, there cannot be the least 
doubt but he would continue a test of the 
student's practical hnowledge. It will be 
seen, however, by the subsequent questions, 
how vastly superior even the worst form of 
such an examination would be to the plan 
which the Doctor now recommends in its 
place :—** How could you know that a good 
education had been received without exami- 
nation |’ — By spending sufficient time, and 
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going through a particular course !"” ‘* How 
sre you to ascertain that course has been gone 
through?” ‘ Angelsand ministers of grace 
preserve us!” while we record the an- 
swer :—* By Certificates!” 

It may well be supposed that after this 
declaration the Doctor is fast approaching 
his end; the few replies which follow, but 
too fully realize that anticipation; he is 
next asked, ‘‘ How are these certificates to 
be granted ?”—** By the teachers!” ‘ Are 
they to grant them after examination ?’— 
“No; if a pupil attend a teacher, he is 





bound to give him a certificate ; if the cer-| 


tificates be not false, they are proofs of his 
having received an education!” Yes ; about 
as much so, as goiug through the “ proper 
course” of a university is a proof of scholar- 
ship, a = which, we believe, has been 
demonstrated on a pretty large scale by the 
aristocracy of these countries. For any 


thing the master who grants the certificate | 
knows tothe contrary, without an examina- | 


tion, ‘‘ Master Charles,” or ** Master Henry,” 
may have been writiug billets-doux to the 


** pretty milliner” across the street, while | 
the Professor thought he was taking notes | 
of his lectures ; so, at least, the intelligent | 


examiner seems to think, for he forthwith 


puts the astounding query to the Doctor :— | 


« Is it found at the universities that certifi- 
cates of attendance for a given time are cer- 
tain criteria of the student’s knowledge in the 
sciences, in the arts, or in any other sub- 
jects which form the studies of an univer- 
sity?’ ‘True to his theory to the last, the 
Doctor maintains it with his latest breath : 
“I do not say they are, but I do not think 
that an examination is as good a test!" 

The truth of the observation of Junius, 
“In what a labyrinth of nonsense does a 
man involve himself, who labours to main- 
tain falsehood by argument,” was never 
more forcibly illustrated, nor the compe- 
tency of examination to fathom the depths 
and shallows of human worth, knowledge, 
and intellect, so clearly demonstrated to us 
as hy the preceding evidence ; which, based 
on the one, narrow, illiberal, and impolitic 
principle of selfishness, like an inverted 
pyramid, is a monument of the perversion 
of reason and rectitude. It shows the world 





ARM PRESENTATIONS, 


REMARKS ON CASES OF ARM PRESENTA-~ 
TIONS. 


By Psrer Coscreave, Esq. Surgeon. 


Tue report of the discussion respecting 
‘* arm presentations” at the London Medical . 
Society, contained in No 299 of Tue Lancer, 
induces me to make a few observations on 
that important subject. 

A case of “‘ arm presentation” seems to 
have been treated hy the gentlemen who 
| took part in the discussion, as one of alarm- 
jing difficulty; and I am aware that it is 
| considered generally by the practitioners of 
| the obstetric art, as one in which the life of 
the child, at least, must be sacrificed, and 
|frequently the lives of both mother and 
jchild. In contradiction to the prevailing 
| opinion and practice, however, I trust I shall 
be able to show that these cases offer no- 
thing beyond the ordinary difficulties to the 
accoucheur, and that on no occasion ought 
life to be sacrificed, or injury done to the 
patient. 


The method, which very little reflection 
will justify, and which I have practised with 
invariable success, never having lost @ child 
|in a case of arm presentation, is simply as 
| follows :—Return the protruded arm into 
|the womb, by gently pressing back the 
|shoulder with the hand, and replace the 
jchild in the position it originally occupied 
above the pubes. To perform this opera- 


|tion, the accoucheur must be attentive to 
await the absence of a pain; it would of 
| course be dangerous when the womb is in a 
state of contraction. This done, all that 
remains is, to prevent the arm from again 
| protruding, by keeping it in its place with 
jthe hand; the next pain will present the 
jchild in the proper direction, and without 
further anxiety to the practitioner, the la- 
| bour will proceed in the natural way. Care 
and attention, with a certain degree of me- 
chanical skill, are undoubtedly requisite in 
this, as in all cases where there is obstruc- 
|tion, but not more than every skilful accou- 
cheur is supposed to be able to supply. 


The principle upon which this practice 
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how little the testimony of men enjoying | is based is, that for the most part Nature is 
the reputation of attributes which should at all-sufficient for her own purposes, and that 
once excite and realise the loftiest percep- | wherever a deviation from the usual course 
tions of the dignity of their nature, 1s to be occurs, the aim of the practitioner should be 
depended on in questions involving their to restore Nature, as it were, to her own 
personal interests. |means, by placing things with the least pos- 
(sible effort in statu que before the devia- 
jtion. I therefore demn, as up y 
and unnatural, the violent expedient of turn- 
|ing the child in the womb, and administer- 
ing narcotic and nauseating drugs, for the 
|purpose of prostrating the strength of the 
jpactent, and enfeebling those throes of Na- 
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Dublin, May 20, 1828, 
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ture by which alone the work of delivery | months’ child, applied to me about the latter 
can be achieved. end of March, in consequence of her having 
1 presume that I need not recommend the | been seized with great difficulty of breath- 
few observations 1 have made, by avy re-|ing. I considered it as a mere symptomatic 
mark upon the importance of the subject. 1) affection, and treated itas a spasmodic dysp- 
can confidently state, that by adopting the nea; she took the following mixture :— 
practice, | have in these few remarks endea- | 
voured to explain, my professional brethren | 
will have to lament the delivery of still- 
born children much less often than they 
have at present. 
I may take an early opportunity of saying | 
a few words on the distinction to be drawn} Jn the evening she was much better. On 
between an arm presentation and a hand | the following morning, my attention was di- 
presentation. | rected to the swolien condition of her body, 
Surrey Street, Strand, May 27, 1829. which she described as having gradually 
enlarged during the last two months. The 
| fluctuation very perceptible, the enlarge- 
|ment bearing to the left side ; secretion of 
‘urine perfect; pulse not materially dis- 
|turbed; no swelling of the legs; counte- 
nance not unnatural; total absence of all 
| the cachectic signs of common ascites. She 
| describes the swelling as having at first re- 
Tue treatment of ovarian dropsy has justly | sembied a ball. Her friends were anxious 
been considered difficult. Ihe ill success to call me in some time since, but she ob- 
which has usually attended the means em- jected, under the hope that she might soon 
ployed, whetier operative or medical, has get better. I regret not having witnessed 
rendered a prognostic always doubtful, and | the enlargement during its incipient stages. 
placed the patient afflicted with this disease, | When I did see it, the parietes of the abda- 
most commouly in a hopeless situation. Dr,|men were greatly distended, and the general 
Blundell's remarks on the treatment of this | magnitude of the body would lave warranted 
malady, as published in T'ue Lancer for | tapping. I felt no hesitation in pronouncing 
March 2st, corroborate this statement; he ita true ovarian dropsy. 
says, “ lu medicine, 1 believe, youhave no, March 30, 1 prescribed the following : 
effectual means of palliating these encysted | Blue pill, 3 grains every four hours, with 
accumulations, and, in general, those may | three table spoonfuls of the following 
do best who struggle least. The dropsy of mixture ; 
the ovary cannot be cured, in general, by) Spirit of nitrous ether, half an ounce ; 
diuretics, emetics, mercurial action, or t! 2) Compound tine. camphor, half an ounce 5 
like, and, therefore, you ought to be very! ince, of digitalis, 1 drachm ; 
cautious how you have recourse to any of| Jfater, 6 ounces. Mix. 
these means, at least with violence, lest you | 
should leave the patient im a worse condi- | Half a drachm of strong mercurial ointment, 
tion than you found her.” Now though this | im camphor liniment, was applied night and 
be the opinion of so distinguished a man as | morning over the region of the bowels, — 
Dr. Blundell, and perhaps the view which; 51. Dyspnea returned ; a draught similar 
the majority of the profession may take, yet to the first mixture gave immediate relief, 
I humbly submit that there are exceptions | The above plan was followed with occa- 
to general rules, and 1 venture to suggest, | sional variations suited to the emergency, 
that such a sweeping statement as this, as it| until the 11thof April. The mercury had 
tends to paralyse medical efforts, might, | 8ot even affected the gums ; no visible alte- 
perhaps, have been a little more qualified, | ration in the size of the abdomen ; appetite 
The case ] have to record will nullify, in one | indifferent ; bowels inactive ; no dyspnea ; 
instance, at least, the assertion; but I am | prescribed the following :— 
sensible that Dr. Blundell (whose profes- 





Aromatic confection, 2 drachms ; 

Subcarbonate of ammonia, 2 scruples ; 

Peppermint water, 6 ounces ; 

Tincture of opium, 20 minims. Mix; 
three table spoonfuls every three hours. 





CASE OF OVARIAN DROPSY EFFECTUALLY 
TREATED. 


By Evwarp Dawietts, Esq. Surgeon. 


Blue pill, 5 grains every four hours, with 


sional talents I estimate most highly) will 
not despise an ‘* unvarnished tale,” though 
it militates against his avowed opinions, and 
emanates from an obscure individual. Pro- 
bably the majority of cases may support the 
opinion of Dr. Blundell, but [ submit the 
following case as an exception. 

Mary Ano Durham, of this town, whom I 
delivered in November last of a seven 





three table spoonfuls of the following 
mixture ; 
Sulphate of magnesia, half an ounce ; 
Water, six ounces ; 
Compound tinct. gentian, half ounce. 


16. Bowels freely moved; some slight 
tenderness about the gums ; size of the ab- 
domen reduced ; much softer. 
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18. Bowels very freely moved, four or 
five evacuations daily ; appetite better; ab- 
dominal enlargement greatly reduced ; gums 
stil tender; medicines continued. 

May 1. ‘The variations up to this period 
are not sufficient to be recorded. She has 
been seized with diurrhwa; ordered to dis- 
continue the medicine. 

5. Greatly reduced, almost a “‘ living ske- 
leton ;” abdomen reduced to its ordinary 
dimensions ; though emaciated, her appear- 
ance not unhealthy; appetite very good. 
Her child, though prematurely born, lived, 
and she bas continued to suckle it during 
her whole illness, though the secretion of 
milk Las sometimes been very slight. 

10. Quite convalescent ; she is taking a 
few grains of quinine, in conjunction with a 
bitter infusion. 

15. 1 have seen and examined her to- 
day ; there is no enlargement ; her appetite 
very good; sits up the major part of the 
day, and during this fine weather takes an 

occasional walk. With the exception of 
weakness, she considers herself weil. 

I forbear to theorise on the above case ; 
would rather it should speak for itself. There 
may appear some discrepancy in the mea- 
sures employed, but the happy result will 
prove their efficacy. 


Newport Pagnell, Bucks, May, 1829. 


— 





OBSERVATIONS ON PURPURA HEMORRHA- 
GICA. 


By Tuomas Heap, Esq., Surgeon, 


Ix your Journal for April 18th, I read 
some ‘ observations” on the treatment of 
purpura hemorrhagica, wherein allusion is 
made to the treatment in the case I related 
in No. 292 ; will you dome the favour to 
give insertion to the following remarks, in 
reply to Mr. E. Moore, of Islington? 

My motive for publishing the case was, to 
afford some evidence of the inflammatory 
character of the disease, and to show, by 
the appearances on dissection,* that such 
an opinion of its nature is not altogether 
gratuitous ; as the purgative remedies which 
were given in the case of Paterson, were 
given by my direction, and constituted the 
only share I had in the treatment, I will 
limit my remarks to their use only. Mr. 
Moore asserts the use of calomel not only 
in his own cases, but in mine, to have been 
** followed by injurious effects,” such as 
** bloody evacuations, rapid siuking of the 


MR. HEAD ON PURPURA H-EMORRHAGICA. 


pulse, &c., for which the dissection does not 
account !”’ 

Of Mr. Moore's logic, of the results of 
his cases, or of the Aattering insinua- 
tions respecting my case, I am undecided 
which to express the mostadmuiration. I 
stated that the girl had headach, fever, a 
pulse ranging about 90, and soft, with ten- 
derness of the abdomen, and constipation, 
What, I will ask Mr. Moore, was the re- 
medy which these symptoms :equired, but 
the use of purgatives ; these were given, 
consisting of calomel and jalap, with infu- 
sion of senna and Epsom salts, and *“ fol- 
lowed,” to use Mr. Moore’s expression, by 
“‘ three feculent evacuations, and consider- 
able relief ;” the bloody evacuations did not 
occur until nearly twelve hours after these, 
and for which the condition of the mucous 
membrane of the intestines may in part ac- 
count. But Mr. Moore appears entirely to 
overlook the existence of a most inveterate 
and obscure disease, attended by all the 
“‘ appearances” which, he says, follow the 
use of calomel; of the injurious effects of 
which he has no right, in reason,to speak, 
when followed by nothing more than the 
usual symptoms* of the disorder. ‘‘ Post 
hoc, ergo propter hoc,” such is the logic of 
Mr, Moore, which, to say the least of it, is 
frivolous and unphilosophical. 

I have seen the disease, apparently de- 


jpending on three distinct causes, that 


which arises from intestinal irritation, often 
produced by worms, and to which young 
people are most liable, accompanied some- 
times with hemorrhages, while others pre- 
sented the petechia on the skin only ; these 
cases, of which 1 have seen a great many, 
were all conducted to a cure under the use 
of mercurial purges. The second descrip- 
tion, the ‘* purpura without fever” of Willan, 
appears to depend on general and particular 
debility, and can only be remedied by the 
free use of tonics, liberal diet, wine, and 
gentle exercise in the open air; and in 
which calomel, or any other purgative, would 
prove hurtful. 

In the third species, the true purpura he- 
morrhagica, the cause is much less evident ; 
but | am led, with Dr. Mason Good, to sus- 
pect, that crowded and ill-ventilated apart- 
ments, unwholesome food, and neglect of 
personal cleanliness, may have a great share 
(in which ever way they act) in producing 
the disease; from whatever source it 
arises, it shows itself in a compound form, 
and approaches nearest to the congestive 
inflammation, which sometimes occurs in 
typhus fever, connected with or depending 





* The painting which accompanied my 
former communication, illustrated very faith 





* Vide Bateman on Cutaneous Diseases, 
p- 108. 





fully the condition of the mucous membranes 
generally. | 


+ In all the fatal cases which Lhave seen, 
these might have produced the disease. 
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on some other peculiarity, which is not easily 
discovered. Dissection, in my case, disco- 
vered great and general vascularity in the 
mucous membranes of almost all the viscera, 
but whether the rapid course and termina- 
tion of the disease is attributable to inflam- 
matory action, or some depression of the 
nervous system, or to the discharge of blood 
which occurred, Iam not prepared to hazard 


GOVERNMENT OFFICERS.—DR. HOPKINS. 


Sot 


great majority of the medical gentlemen 
practising in the sea-port and government 
towns throughout the kingdom, and I pati- 
ently await your remarks as to the best mode 
of obviating the following abuses. 

I complain that many medical men con- 
|nected with government hospitals, and re- 
, ceiving handsome salaries, with every pros- 

pect of promotion in their profession, most 


any conjecture. Ishall endeavourto prove, unprofessionally and unjustifiably trespass 
that in condemning my remedies, and giving | on the practice of those who have no certain 
such a fearful history of hisown, Mr. Moore income, and whose families look up to them 
must have drawn his conclusions from false for support. It is no argument for these 
premises, or if they were facts, they are | yentlemen to say, ‘‘ We take no fees;” the 
not universal. | fact, if it be true, does not lessen the unfaig 

Mr. Wilson and Mr. Dennis, medical | mode of depriving the private practitioner of 
practitioners in this town, of deservedly Ais fees; their philanthropy, in many in-~ 
great celebrity, have assured me that they stances, may be deemed great; but, in the 
have treated very severe examples of pur- majority, it is but a disguise, assumed to 
pura hemorrhagica by mercurial purgatives, | attract public attention, and to pave their 
and with perfect success. Dr, Harty, of | way into a practice, These no-fee gentke- 
Dublin, has given the most unquestionable | men are a great temptation to sick persons, 
proof of the efficacy of calomel combined | and numerous instances occur, in which 
with jalap; this gentleman observes, after! patients well able to pay for advice, and 
having witnessed the death of a patient) who, in fact, are in affluent circumstances, 
treated in the usual way, he was uniformly | consult them. I could state many occasions 
successful in upwards of a dozen cases, since /on which these philanthropists have de- 


he relied sotety upon the liberal adminis- 
tration of purgatives ; he prescribed calomel 
and jalap, in active doses, daily, which ap- 
peared equally beneficial in the hemorrhagic | 
as in the simple purpura, * 

In conclusion, Mr. Moore must not be of- | 
fended, if 1 recommend him to use more | 
definite language when he again writes, on | 


| prived an old and respectable member of 


| the profession of patients, thereby reducing 
his income, and injuring his family, 
I cannot tax myself with speaking falsely 


lor hastily; 1 fecl the abuse to exist, and 


many oiher members of the profession feel 
it also. 
1 therefore entreat you, Sir, to turn your 





this or any other scientific subject, and to| attention to the subject, by doing which L 
examine whether or no some misapprehen- | fee] assuied you will alleviate, if not remedy, 
sion of the nature of the disease may not the evil. In thus charging some members 
have led him to condemn, in such an unqua- | among the government medical officers, I 
lifed manner, a most useful remedy. I) wish it clearly to be understood, at the same 
would really thank Mr. Moore to favour us| time, that I except others, who have too, 
with some description of the ‘“ appear-| good a sense of what is correct, and what ix 
ances”’ on dissection, to which he alludes ;| deemed honourable, to interfere with the 
and to specify, if he please, what he con- | practice of those whose income is pre- 
tiders to have been produced by the reme-| carious and unsettled. Relying on the 
dies, and such as he believes to have re-| truth and justice of my complaint, lL leave 
sulted from the disease. After he has done | the case in your hands, and 
this, should he still consider the ‘ remedy | : Remain yours, &c., 
worse than the disesase,” Mr, Moore must, Jusrirra. 
‘Phorgive me for differing in opinion from him, | 
d confessing myself a sceptic to his) 

To the Editor of Tur Lancer. 


doctrines, 

Alnwick, May 16th, 1829. | 
To the Editor of Taz Lancet. | Str,—Having had no other instructor in 
Sin,—Your vigilance in detecting, can-| the obstetric art than Dr. Hopkins, and be« 
r in exposing, and ultimate success in| lieving him to be conscientiously anxious 
dicating, abuses, induce me to address| for the progress of his pupils, 1 am sur- 
pu on a subject of much importance to a, prise d at the tone in which your corres- 
|pondent ‘* of the Webb Street School” 
* Edin, Med. Surgical J ournal, for April! speaks of his occasional (and, I dare say, 
- | unavoidable) absence from the lecture-room, 
















Portsmouth, May 6, 1829. 
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and at the sly attempt to construe such ab- 
sence into a systematic neglect of duty. 

The writer, after ostentatiously exhibit- 
ing the several counts in his indictment, 
seeks to convey the idea that he has more 
complaints in reserve ; thus he talks “ of 
some of those evils existing,’ &c., and 
threatens to come into your pages with 
* facts of more importance” next season. 

There is, Sir, a vulgarity, and little- 
mindedness in this ruse, which defeat its 
purpose ; and therefore 


*« To be hated—needs but to be seen.” 


This hterary cormorant complains that he 
neither gets a full nor a regular meal, and 
that a lecture—unless it occupy an hour in 
the delivery—is nothing worth. It is evi- 
dently the complaint of a very young man, 
who, in his next year’s professional cam- 
paign, will, perhaps, wish he had been more 
rodigal of his hands and eyes, and cared 
ess for indulging his ears. Midwifery, of 
all stiences, is a practical one; and the 
highest eulogy on the ‘“* Webb Street 
School ” is to say, that untoward cases in- 
ferfere occasionally with the hour of lec- 
ture. It cannot be insinuated that the re- 
currence of these cases is feigned, in excuse 
for absence ; such an imputation would be 
as indelicate as I know it to be unmerited. 

To secure Dr. Hopkins’s presence and 
sanction in the lying-in-room, it is not 
necessary that each case should be difficult, 

is sufficient that the attending pupil be 
young, timid, or unpractised. I speak from 
experience on this point; and when it 
is further recollected, that many of the 
Doctor’s old pupils are settled in practice in 
and about London, who often avail them- 
selves of his known readiness to assist them 
im cases of emergency, we may cease to 
Wonder at his sometimes being unable to 
reach his post. ‘Ihe ‘‘ Pupil” appears to be 
of walking experience. He will, therefore, 
thank me for recommending him occasion- 
ally to bend his steps to Queen Square, 
where cases are to be obtained very fre- 
quently, and where Dr, Hopkins’s cliniques 
almost render his Jectures (good as they are) 
unnecessary. 

As Dr. Blundell bas no where a warmer 
panegyrist than Dr, Hopkins, I cannot see 
for what reason, hearen/y or eurthily, he is 
introduced, unless itbe to exhibit his mag- 
nanimous contempt for a shower of rain. 


I remain, Mr. Editor, 
Yours obediently, 
Tuomas Evans. 
$1, Arlington Street, 
Camden Town. 





MR. MOORE ON QUININE—MR. EVANS ON 


EFFICACY OF QUININE IN PERIODICAL 
HEMICRANIA. 


To the Editor of Tue Lancet. 


Sirn,—In No. 298, I see Mr. Winslow 
recommends blisters to the abdomen, in casea 
of obstinate periodical hemicrania. I have 
found the sulphate of quinine completely 
cure the affection after the failure of various 
remedies, and should, therefore, prefer it to 
the painful onelof blisters. A case particu- 
larly corroborative of my assertion in favour 
of quinine occurred when on a visit in 
Gloucestershire, two years since ; the pati- 
ent had been afflicted with very severe 
| periodical hemicrania for some years, and 
| had been a patient of Dr. Porter, of Bristol, 
as well as of several eminent practitioners 
{in and near Bristol, but the cessation of 
paroxysms was very short: after taking the 
quinine in six grain doses for a few days, 
|she was entirely cured, and has head no 
|return. J have seen several cases relieved 
by the same remedy, but the oné stated 
particularly shows its utility. 

I remain yours obediently, 
E, Moors. 





Islington, May 18. 


P.S.—Will Mr. Winslow be kind enough 
to inform me on what principle he _ first 
thought of applying blisters fo the abdomen 
lin eases of periodical hemicrania, or if it 
was merely exp. gr. ? 


Mr. Moore states, in answer to the inquiry 

of A., of Hebden Bridge, in No. 298, that he 
| bas never found the ergot of rye retard the 
| lochial discharge, and that on inquiry among 
his medical friends, he finds none of them 
have observed any such effect from it. 
In a case of amenorrhcea that came under 
his care a short time since, which had been 
very obstinate, he adds, ‘‘ 1] found a weak 
decoction of the ergot (Di. to Ibss. of ag.) 
given in conjunction with the pil. fer. ¢. 
myrrh in doses of a table-spoonful three 
times a-day, and five grains of the pill each 
time, have a beneficial effect. Should acy 
lof your readers have observed the same 
effects, or should they have an opportunity 
of so doing, they will oblige by communi- 
cating the results of their practice.” 





CURIOUS DISEASE OF THE HEAD. 


-_—- 


To the Editor of Tne Lancer. 


Sin,—Having lately met with a case » 
| very dissimilar (except in result) to 
| related by Mr. Everett, in No. 29% of y 
| publication, } am induced to send you 
| short account of it, 
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A girl, wtat. 20, a nursery maid in a 
family at the West End of the town, com- 
= of a constant and violent pain in the 

ack part of the head, mote severe after 
eating, of a throbbing nature, and interfering 
considerably with her rest. At the period 
of her application, it had been gradually in- 
¢reasing for three weeks; the bowels and 
eatamenia had not diminished in integrity ; 
the tongue was slightly furred; there was 
little thirst, but the mouth very dry in the 
morning; the pulse full, strong, and fre- 
quent; the appetite bad. The patient was 
bled, cupped, purged, and blistered, without 
effect. The pain did not abate. On the 
contrary it increased, and invariably be- 
came more severe immediately after eating, 
even if but a mouthful of food was taken. 
This symptom induced the idea that the 
pain might be dyspeptic, especially as it 
was not lessened by depletory measures ; 
the stomach was, consequently, drenched 
with various dyspeptic medicines, still the 
pain was obstinate, and it retained its seat. 

She had been thus treated for three weeks, 
when she stated that whilst lying on a sofa, 
she felt “‘ something give way in her head, 
with a report like that of a pistol ;"’ at the 
same time, matter, in quantity capable of 
filling a smal! tea-cup, gushed from the eaz's, 
the nose, and the mouth. The result was, 
that the pain instantly left her. She quickly 
tegained her health, her hearing was per- 
fect, and her complaint never returned. 

Where, in such a case, was the seat of 
suppuration ? if in the brain, how was the 
maintenance of its functions to be aceounted 
for, and by what means did the matter make 
its sudden exit from the interior, without 
detriment to the organ of hearing? 

1 have the honour to be, yours, &c., 
J,G. Evans. 
115, Fetter Lane, Holborn. 
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SARCOCELE AND ENCEPHALOID TUMOUR 
OF EXTRAORDINARY SIZE IN THE AB- 
DOMEN. 


C. Forrry, etat. 39, of a weak constitution 
and nervous temperament, was affected with 
& small congenital inguinal hernia on the 
left side, which spontaneously returned, on 
lying down, into the abdominal cavity, and 
caused so little inconvenience, as not even 
to require the use of a truss. About four 
years ago, an inflammatory and very painful 
tumour, of the size of a pigeon’s egg, having 
formed in the left groin ; the patient, who had 
always had only one testicle, suspected that 


and applied an emollient poultice, under the 
use of which the pain gradually subsided, 
and the testicle actually passed into the 
scrotum. It retained, however, a kind of 
morbid irritability, and gradually enlarged, 
so that two years subsequent to its descent, 
ithad acquired the size of the fist; from this 
period it ceased to increase, and the patient 
appeared to enjoy, tor some time, tolerably 
good health. Six months previous to his 
admission into the hospital, however, the 
spermatic chord became tuberculous and 
very painful; the nodosities, near the in- 
guinal ring, grew rapidly, so as to form 
within a short period a large uneven mass, 
which occupied the whole left hypogas- 
trium ; the general health of the patient be- 
gan, at the same time, to suffer consider- 
ably ; he became emaciated, feverish, &c. 
About a month after the appearance of the 
first tumour, another of a similar nature ap- 
peared in the umbilical region; this also 
rapidly grew, and, on accurate examiuation, 
was found to be connected with the tumour 
in the hypogastrium; the pain at this 
period was very violent, of a lancinating 
kind, and extended over the whole abdo- 
men; it gradually however subsided, and, 
until about three months before the patient's 
admission, ceased entirely. ‘The tumour in 
the abdomen and hypogastrium attained an 
extraordinary size; and the latter, by forci- 
bly pressing on the crural nerve, produced 
incomplete paralysis, and cedematous swell- 
ing of the left leg. On the ist of Septem- 
ber, 1828, he entered the hospital, and was 
then found to be in the following state: the 
countenance was collapsed, of a yellow hue ; 
the eyes lifeless ; skin dry; the whole body 
extremely emaciated ; the abdomen and left 
hypogastrium of enormous size, without any 
fluctuation, and free from pain; both legs 
paralysed and edematous ; the pulse quick 
and small; the debility extreme, &c. To 
these symptoms, after a few days, copious 
diarrhea acceded, the vital powers sank 
more and more, and the patient died on the 
17th of September. 


Inspectio Cadaveris, Twenty-three Hours 
after Death. 
The cerebral sinuses and vessels of the pia 
mater were filled with blood, and the sub- 
stance of the brain was somewhat injected, 
and denser than usual. The lungs contained a 
few tubercles ; the left cavity of the heart was 
hypertrophic. In the abdomen, between the 
lamin of the mesentery and the mesocolon, 
a tumour was found thirteen pounds and a 
half in weight, ten inches in length, and six 
in breadth, occupying almost the whole left, 
and great part of the right, side of the ab- 
dominal cavity, forcibly pushing the intes- 
tines, stomach, and liver, towards the right ; 





it originated from the descent of the other, 


it consisted of two masses ; the one lay more 
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towards the right side, below the liver; the!of M. Dupaytren. The patient stated, that 
other being situated in the hypogastrium, from his infancy he had been affected with a 
was traversed by the spermatic chord, tumour in the left temporal region, which, 
which, however, could be traced for an inch until the last ten months, had very slowly 
only, being, in its further course, confound- | increased in size, without causing any pain, 
ed with the morbid growth. ‘he posterior though augmented by every effort of expira- 
portion of the latter was contiguous to the tion. From this time, however, ithad grown 
spinal column, and had displaced the sorta very rapidly, so as to occupy the whole of the 
und vena cava; the upper part extended to temporal region; being soft, compressible, 
the crura diaphrogmatis, between which an and without any apparent pulsation, On 





encephaloid mass was inserted, lying close | 
to the twelfth dorsal vertebra, the body and 
ligaments of which, aa well as the head of 
the twelfth rib of the left side, were softened 


continued strong pressure, it disappeared 
entirely, but gradually returned, especially 
if the patient contracted the elevator mus- 
cles of the lower jaw, and made a great 


and changed into a pulpous semi-fluid mass, expiratory effort ; it was evidently covered 
with hardly any trace of earthy matter ;| by the temporal muscle ; the temporal artery 
a small stratum of bone only, contiguous to was also felt over it, and, as well as its rami- 
the spinal chord, bad retained its form and | fications, appeared in a healthy state. The 
density. The tumour itself consisted of a! general health of the patient was very good ; 
congeries of smaller tumours, each of which | his intellectual powers, and the functions 
appeared originally to have been a mesen- the senses were undisturbed ; the only incon- 
teric gland, and could, by careful dissection, | venience which he experienced was restless- 
be isolated from the great mass. Its sub- | ness during the niglit, which ceased only on 
stance presented all the characteristic signs strongly compressing the tumour. No com- 
of an encephaloid tumour; some parts of it munication appesred to exist between it and 
were semi-fluid, of white colour, with a red-| the cavity of the skull. M. Dupuytren re- 
dish tint, without any trace of vessels; in| garded it as a vascular tumour between 
other parts there were cavities filled with a| the temporal muscle and the bone, the lat- 
milky fluid, which, in some parts, was tra-|ter not being in the least altered in struc- 
versed by vessels and fibrous filaments ; in|ture. ‘he diagnosis was, however, doubt- 
others, the fluid was dark red, brownish, or ful, and M. Dapuytren remarked, that he 
black, mixed with blood, and half putrid had seen a case, which, by its external ap- 
The deposits of encephaloid matter were | pearance, bore a striking resemblance to the 
mostly surrounded by layers of cellular) above, and where an exploratory puncture 
tissue ; some of them appeared infiltrated. | having been made, a large quantity of serum 
The size of the tumours seemed to bear no| escaped, and the tumour had disappeared 





relation to their degree of softening; of 
real scirrhous tissue no trace could be found 
‘The tumour in the scrotum was of the same 
texture as that of the abdomen ; it, more- 
over, contained three small masses of a 
granulous, oily matter, of yellowish green 
colour, very like the substance of tubercles 
in the brain; the largest of them was con- 
tained in a very firm fibrous cyst, of con- 
siderable thickness. Between the rectum 
and bladder, there were also deposits of en- 
cepbaloid matter, and the seminal vesicles 
had, for the greater part, degenerated into 
it. The prostate and bladder were healthy ; 
the liver contained numerous tubercles ; the 


altogether,.— Ibid. 





PARALYSIS OF THE FACIAL NERVE ON 
BOTH SIDES. 


A young girl, 16 years of age, who had 
previously enjoyed good health, and regu- 
larly menstruated for about eighteen abso 
became affected with gonorrhea, which, 
having existed for about two months, without 
any method of treatment having been em- 
ployed, was followed by an exostosis on the 
left frontal region. ‘The swelling was free 
from pain, and very slowly increased in size ; 
but about a fortnight alter its appearance, 
the patient ove morning awoke with a sen- 





pancreas had undergone the most complete 
morbid alteration, and appeared, in some re- 


aspect, to be the centre of the large encepha- | 


loid mass. The stomach and intestinal canal 
exhibited throughout unequivocal signs of 
ioflammation.—Lancette Francoise. 





HOTEL DIEU. 
TUMOUR IN THE TEMPORAL REGION, 
M. Larrey lately sent to the surgical con- 
sultation at the Hotel Dieu, a young soldier, 
about whom he wished to have the opinion 





sation of numbness over the left side of the 
face, and considerable distortion of . the 
jmouth towards the right side. A_practi- 
tioner being immediately called in, bled her 
| twice, and applied leeches to the anus, but 
| without any effect. On her admission at 
| the Hotel Dieu, under the care of M, Du- 
| puytren, on the 30th of December last, 
|the blenorrheea still existed: the exostosis 
on the frontal bone had no sign of inflamma- 
| tion, and seemed to be stationary ; the left 
side of the face was completely motionless , 
\ speech was but slightly impeded, and the 
‘ 
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sensibility of the affected side not at all 
altered. The patient heard well with both 
ears, and nothing of a morbid nature could 
be observed near the foramen stylomast-i- 
deum, After the fruitless employment of 
venesection and tartarixed antimony, M. 
Dupuytren ordered the oxymariate of mer- 
cury, with opium and gum guaiacum, the de- 
coction of sarsaparilla and spare diet. Under 
this treatment, no immediate alteration took 
place, but, at the expiration of a week, the 
paralytic affection of the face was all at once 
observed on both sides ; the mouth was not 
distorted ; the lips motionless ; the eyelids 
could not be closed, the tears ran continually 
over the cheeks; the whole countenance, 
which was usually very animated, seemed 
lifeless, with the exception of the eyeballs, 
which were moved without any difficulty. 
The tongue was readily protruded, ana not 
at all distorted; speech, as far as dependent 
on the movement of the tongue, appeared 





unimpeded, and the sensibility of the affect- | 
ed parts, as well as smell and taste, were 
quite natural, The above treatment was 
regularly continued, and, moreover, blis- 
ters repeatedly applied near the ears, and a | 
large seton made at the back of the neck, 
which at first caused violent inflammation, 
and remained nearly a month before it began 
to suppurate. At the end of February, the 
power of motion began very slowly to be 
re-established in the face ; the patient no 
longer slept with her mouth open, the dis- 








charge of tears ceased, and the eyelids could 
be more completely closed. The greatest 
inconvenience which she felt from the loss | 
of muscular power in the lips and cheeks, | 
was during the act of eating, when the | 
greater part of the food always remained 
between the gums and the cheek, until she | 
had learned to carry the morsel, by means | 
of the tongue and the fingers, into the pha- 
yo where it was swallowed without any 

ifficulty. When she sneezed, the mouth 
was opened as usual, but during sternuta- 
tion itself, the features exhibited no altera- 
tion whatever. 

After remaining four mouths at the hos- 
pital, she went out in the following condi- 
tion :—The exostosis had entirely disappear- 
ed, and the gonorrhea was completely 
cured; her general health, which, during 
the whole time of her illness was but 
slightly affected, was very good ; the power 
of motion in the facial muscles was, for the 
greatest part, restored, but some coldness 
and torpidity were still perceivable in the 
features, especially when they ouglt to have 
been strongly excited, as in laughing, Xe. ; | 
the eyelids could be closed, but with some 
effort, and she had completely regained the 
power of mastication. She was strongly 
recommended to keep the setoa in for some 
weeks.—/bid, 
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HOPITAL DE LA CHARITE, 
ANEURISM OF THE AORTA. 

Lovis Bourner, etat. 51, was admitted 
on the 17th of March, 1829; he complained 
of violent pain in the back and abdomen, 
and an oppressive sensation in the epigas- 
trium; the action of the heart exhibited 
nothing of a morbid nature; the pulse was 
slow and regular ; there was a slight cough, 
with little expectoration, and the patient 
was unable to lie on his back. The thoracic 
organs having been carefully examined by 
both the stethoscope and percussion, nothing 
was found which could have excited the sus- 
picion of any deep-seated disease in them, 
and, accordingly, not much attention was 
paid to the case. The chief pain was seated 
near the lower dorsal vertebra, and pre- 
vented him from sleeping. On the 20th, a 
blister was applied to the chest, but without 
any effect. On the 22d, he was suddenly 
seized with syncope, dyspn@a, and ex- 
treme agitation, and he died in a few mi- 
nutes. On examination of the body on 
the ¢3d, the face was found swelled and 
livid ; the vessels of the brain gorged with 
blood ; the brain itself healthy ; the lateral 
ventricles contained a small quantity of 
serum. In the left side of the thoracic 
cavity, about four pints of liquid and coagu- 
lated blood were found, by which the left 
lung had been forcibly compressed, and 
pushed upwards and inwards; the blood 
having been removed, an aperture, about 
two inches in diameter, was found in the 
lower and posterior part of the lung, by 
means of which a communication was dis- 


| covered to exist between the extravasation, 


and a large aneurismatic sac on the poste- 
rior surface of the inferior portion of the 
thoracic aorta; the sides of the sac were 
collapsed ; the bodies of the niuth, tenth, 
and eleventh dorsal vertebre, with which it 
was in contact, were carious, and destroyed 
to a considerable extent; the intervertebral 
cartilages were softened, and had also, in 
some degree, been absorbed; anteriorly, 
the aneurism was covered by the left lung, 
the pleura of which being destroyed for a 
space of nearly two inches had given pas- 
sage to the blood through the lung into 
the anterior part of the thorax. ‘The aorta 
communicated by means of a circular aper- 
ture with the sac, which consisted princi- 
pally of the dilated external membrane, and 
of layers of fibrine ; only a smull portion of 
it, contiguous to the circular aperture, was 
covered by the internal serous lining. ‘The 
internal coat of the aorta, up to the heart, 
was covered with osseous scales, and con- 
siderably dilated ; the left ventricle of the 
heart was hypertrophic; the abdominal vis< 
cera healthy —Journ, Hebdomad., 
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Tus Bill “ to prevent country surgeons 
from studying anatomy, to encourage the 
disinterment of the dead, to facilitate the 
exportation of dead bodies to Ireland, to 
promote the sale of dead bodies, and to in- 
flict upon the bodies of the poor the same 
marks of ignominy and punishment as are 
branded upon the bodies of murderers ;”—in 
other words, ‘‘ the Anatomy Bill,” is ap- 
pointed to be resd a second time this even- 
ing in the House of Peers; but we again 
express our decided conviction, that it will 
not become a law. English noblemen can- 
not give their sanction to so horrible a mea- 
sure. The cord which connects the aristo- 
cracy and the people is already on the 
stretch, and fatal, although remote, may be 
the effects of certain injudicious attempts 
to extend it, Want of respect is quickly 
converted into bitter, malignant, and re- 
vengeful enmity. The Bill has created 
an extraordinary sensation throughout all 
elasses of the community, and we are al- 
most smothered by the immense number of 
letters we bave received on the subject, 
three or four of the shortest of which will 
be found in another part of our Journal, 

The councilors of the College of Surgeons 
have been maneuvring rather queerly, and 
we think rather clumsily, in this busi- 
ness. First, they petitioned the House of 
Commons against the Bill; then they com- 
promised with their opponents, and pro- 
cured the introduction of the “ certificate of 
competency” clause. Here we should have 
thought they might have rested. But not 
so. The spirit of monopoly, ever active, 
has induced them, after succeeding in the 
lower House with their favourite Riper, 
to petition the House of Lords against 
the Bill; this last step is a mere ruse, and 
cannot deceive, But fearing that their 
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MR, WAKLEY’S PETITION. 


lordships may not have heard of some of 
the facts connected with the proceedings 
of this body, we have thought it prudent to 
state them in a petition, of which the follow- 
ing is a copy : 


To the Right Honourable the Lords Spiri+ 
tual and Temporal of Great Britain and 
Ireland in Parliament assembled : 

The Petition of Tuomas Waxuev, of Bed- 
ford Square, London, member of the Royal 
College of Surgeons ; 

Hambly showeth : 

Tuar a Birt, entitled “ A Bill for pre- 
venting the unlawful Disinterment of Human 
Bodies, and for regulating Schools of Ana 
tomy,” has just passed the Commons’ House 
of Parliament,and has been read (ag yourhum- 
ble Petitioner is informed) a first time in your 
Right Honourable House. This Bill provides 
that overseers and other individuals having 
the custody of the bodies of persons dying in 
workhouses, hospitals, and prisons, may 
deliver up the same for the purpose of dis- 
section, if such bodies are not claimed with» 
in seventy-two hours after death ;—that to 
unlawfully disinter a body shall subject the 
delinquent to imprisonment for a term not 
exceeding for the first offence six months, 
and for the second offence two years, That 
Commissioners shall be appointed by the 
Secretary of State for the Home Departe 
ment, to grant licences to persons who may 
wish to keep schools for di » &e. &e, 

That your humble Petitioner most earn- 
estly beseeches your Right HonourableHouse 
not to pass any law to regulate the dissec» 
tion of the unclaimed bodies of the poor, or 
of any other innocent and unoffending per- 
sons, until so much of that statute which 
consigns the bodies of murpERERS to dis- 





| section shall have been repealed. And your 


humble Petitioner hopes and believes your 
Right Honourable House will be of opinion, 
that no portion of the prejudice against dis- 
section, or the dread of that operation, will 
be removed, so long as it shal] be deemed by 
the Legislature a fit punishment and degra- 
dation for the bodies of the worst of crimi- 
nals, That your humble Petitioner believes 
that your Right Honourable House would 
consider it an act of unparalleled inhu 

and injustice to visit upon the i 
bodies of the defenceless and unoffending 
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poor the operation of dissection, and, at the 
same time, inflict that operation as a pu- 
nishment upon the bodies of munpEersns, 
thus confounding, by act of Parliament, 
poverty, or the accidental absence of rela- 
tives, with the most atrocious of all human 
crimes. 

That your humble Petitioner has seen, 
and with deep regret, that at the last read- 
ing of the Bill in the House of Commons, a 
Riper was attached, containing a clause to 
eompel ail persons who may hereafter wish 
to teach anatomy, to first obtain ‘‘ certifi- 
cates of competency”’ from such colleges in 
England and Scotiand as are authorised to 
grant diplomas or degrees,” thus conferring 
thig power on the Royal College of Surgeons 
in London. This Iastitution wes made a 
distinct corporation by the eighteenth of his 
Majesty George the Second. And after- 
wards, through non-compliance, having be- 
come dissolved, the members were re-in- 

by the Royal Charter of his 
Majesty George LII, in the year 1800. That 
this College consists of a Council composed of 
twenty-one individuals from whom all the 
other officers of the College are selected. That 
this Council levies fines on their prefessional 
brethren, but refuse to furnish any account 
of the monies so levied ; that they are, for 
the greater part, Lecruners on Anatomy, 
and the keepers of dissecting-schools; and, 
in framing their by-laws for the public 
benefit, they have not been unmindful of 
their own. To the proceedings of this 
body, in great measure, if not entirely, 
may be attributed the scarcity of subjects 
for dissection, as the Council declare in 
their ‘* regulations” that they will receive 
no certificates of dissections, unless per- 
formed in the Winter Season ; these dis- 
interested legislators not happening them- 
selves to be summer lecturers. They have 
also in their “ regulations” refused to re- 
ceive certificates of dissections performed 
in England, unless those dissections were ex- 
ecuted in London ; these legislators and their 
relatives being, for the most part, proprietors 
of the London schools. In their regulations 
for attendance on Hospitals, they have also 


required that the candidate for the surgical | 


diploma shall produce a certificate of one 
yenr’s attendance on the surgical practice of 
« London hospital ; or, a certificate of a rouR 
YeARs’ attendance on that of a country hos- 








pital, and, in addition, a certificate of six 
months’ attendance on a London hospital. 
Thus balancing a four years’ attendance on 
the admirabiy conducted hospitals of Man- 
chester, Liverpool, Leeds, Birmingham, 
Bristol, Bath, Exeter, and other large cities 
and towns, against a siz months’ attendance 
at such a miserable institution as the West- 
minster Hospital, an establishment which 
contains but eighty-two beds, and of these 
only forty are appropriated to surgical pati- 
ents. But your Petitioner humbly entreats 
your Right Honourable House not to forget, 
that not Jess than rour of the gentlemen com- 
posing the Council who framed this “regula- 
tion” in violation of all decency and justice, 
in favour of the coffers of the Westminster 
Hospital, were, and are, the sunGrons oF 
THAT HosPitaL. Such has been the oppres- 
sive and monopolising conduct of the CoL- 
Lec of Surcgons, and so completely has 
it perverted the wise and beneficent pur- 
poses for which it was founded, that 
the great body of members, unable any 
longer to bear the burdens which had 
been imposed upon them, and, incensed 
in the highest degree at the insults which 
had been offered to them ; indignant at the 
numberless attacks which had been made 
upon their rights, and privileges; that, at 
a public meeting consisting of nearly rwo 
THOUSAND members of the College, held 
at the Freemasons’ Hall in February 1826, 
it was resolved, by an immense majo- 
rity, to petition Parliament for the aBpro- 
Gatios of the College Charter, under 
the authority of which the Council had so 
signally disgraced and injured their profes- 
sional brethren; and, that the members 
might be protected against a repetition of 
the iniquities of which they complained, 
the Petitioners prayed, that the Council of 
the College might be elected annuatty by 
the suffrages of the great body of the pro- 
fession, This was denominated ‘ the Sur- 
geons’ Petition ;” and, in addition to the 
grievances of which your humble Petitioner 
has already spoken, it was alleged against 
the Council, that they appointed the audit- 
ors of their own accounts, and conducted 
the whole of their proceedings in private, 
that a majority of the Council consisted of 
teachers of anatomy and surgeons of hospi- 
tals in London, and that they had framed 
their “ regulations” for their own exclusive 
X2 
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benefit ;—that they had excluded all practi- 
tioners except pure surgeons, from seats in the 
Council, and thus had kept out of their body 
all persons, except the purely ignorant of 
the science and practice of medicine ;—that 
although Government had purchased the 
invaluable museum ofthe immortal Hunter, 
at an enormous cost to the country, its 
doors were almost invariably closed against 
the members, and that from 1806 up to 
1826, not even a catalogue of its contents 
had been prepared ;—that the doors of the 
College Library, like those of the Museum, 
were closed against the members, and 
there was neither a librarian nor a catalogue 
of the books ;—and the Petitioners attri- 
buted the whole of the grievances of which 
they complained, to the mode of govern- 
ment in the College, the Council having 
the right to fill up all vacancies in their own 
body, are elected for life, and are to the last 
degree irresponsible. This Petition was pre- 
sented to the Commons’ House of Parlia- 
ment; and not a single fact which was stated 
in it has been controverted ; it is still upon 
the table of that Honourable House, but, as 
if in mockery of the prayer of the Peti- 
tioners, of whom your humble Petitioner 
was one, the same Honourable House has 
passed a Bill containing a clause, to compel 
gentlemen who may wish to become teachers 
of anatomy, to first obtain ‘ certificates of 
competeacy”’ from the chartered teachers of 
the Royal College of Surgeons in London,— 
from the same liberal and public-spirited 
teachers, who have already again and again 
declared, that they will recognise no certi- 
ficates but their own. 

That your humble Petitioner begs to 
be permitted to remind your Right Ho- 
nourable House, that it was proved on the 
trial of the horrible and ferocious Burke, 
that the sare of a single dead body for the 
paltry sum of four guineas, led to the mur- 
der of no less than fifteen human beings, as 
it appeared from the evidence on the trial, 
and Burke's own confession, that it was the 
facility with which he was enabled to con- 
vert the body of the person who had died in 
Hare’s lodgings into money, that led him to 
conceive the fiend-like project of murdering 
his fellow creatures for the price of their 
corpses. 

That your bumble Petitioner sincerely 
hopes, similar atrocities have not been com- 
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mitted in London, but from what he has wit- 
nessed in the dissecting-rooms of this me- 
tropolis, he is far from saying, and still farther 
from believing, that such horrible crimes 
have not been perpetrated ; and he begs to 
be permitted to state his honest, and most 
conscientious conviction, that the public will 
have no sEcuriry to protect them from 
similar murders, until there be the severest 
penalties imposed against exhumation and 
the sale of the dead. 

That your Petitioner, therefore, most hum- 
bly prays, that if your Right Honourable 
House in its wisdom, should deem it proper 
to pass any Bill “to prevent the unlawful 
disinterment ofdead bodies, and to regulate 
our Schools of Anatomy,” that your Right 
Honourable House will first repeal that por- 
tion of a statute which consigns the bodies 
of murderers to dissection, and thus not in- 
flict upon the bodies of those who have only 
the misfortune to be poor, and friendless, 
what the law has hitherto regarded as only a 
fit punishment and degradation for the most 
heinous of criminals. 

That your Right Honourable House, in 
order entirely to prevent the disgusting}and 
inhuman practice of exhumation, will punish 
those who may be detected in the crime 
with not less than fourteen years’ transporta- 
tion. That your Right Honourable House will 
also inflict a similar punishment both upon 
every convicted seller and every convicted 
purchaser of a dead body, whether the 
same may have been lawfully or unlaw- 
fully obtained ; and that persons having the 
lawful custody of ALL unclaimed bodies, 
may, after a reasonable time, be permitted 
to give up the same for dissection, that the 
law may thus apply to the unclaimed bodies 
of the rich, as well as to the unclaimed bo- 
dies of the poor. 

That the Fellows, Licentiates, and Mem- 
bers of the Royal Colleges of Surgeons and 
Physicians in Great Britain and Ireland, 
may be permitted to dissect all dead bodies 
of which they may obtain lawful possession ; 
and that their diplomas shall be deemed suffi- 
cient authority for practising such dissec- 
tions without any other licence or certificate 
whatsoever, so that the physicians and sur- 
geons distributed throughout the towns and 
villages of England and Scotland may not be 
precluded by law from exploring the only 
true foundation of medical knowledge. 
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That the Bill may extend to Ireland, and 


thus place the schools of anatomy in that 


country on the same footing as those in Eng- 
land, as the exclusion of Ireland from 
the penalties of the law, would go to sanction 
the exportation to Dublin, of exhumed and 
even of murdered bodies from England and 
Scotland. 

That the Royal College of Surgeons may 
not be entrusted with the powerof grant- 
ing licences or certificates for dissection, 
and that the Court of Examiners be re- 
quired to examine all candidates for the di- 
ploma without the production of any certifi- 
cates whatever, regarding the knowledge dis- 
played by the candidate in the course of his 
examination, as his only claim to be en- 
trusted with the health and lives of his 
Majesty's subjects; thus giving to talent 
and industry their due reward, whether 
found in the humble tenement of a village, 
or in the gorgeous mansion of a city. 

And your Petitiener, as in duty bound, 
will ever pray, &c. 

We again repeat, that there can be no 
security for the public against murders simi- 
lar to those committed by Bunxe, until the 
sate of a dead body be interdicted by the 
severest penalty that the law can impose; 
and that the prejudice against dissection 
cannot be dissipated, so long as the legisla- 
ture shall deem the operation, an appro- 
priate mark of punishment and degradation 
for the vilest of felons. 





into the bladder,—a small tongue-shaped 
body immediately behind the meatus urina- 
rius, composed of a portion of bladder and 
| prostate, formed by another incision com- 
municating with the first, and a third of an 
|inch behind the opening of the meatus,— 
thatthe edges of the incision from the ex- 
ternal opening to the bladder, were ragged, 
and thatthere was a passage at the side of 





the bladder. Further, suppose Mr. Cat- 
Laway had been informed that the operation 
lasted an hour, that gorgets and scoops, and 
scoops and gorgets, knives and staves, and 
staves and knives; forceps and fingers; 
and fingers and forceps, had been thrust 
into the patient’s body, the whole of the 
time, and that Mr. Van Butchell had re- 
peatedly declared, he could not explain the 
cause of difficulty,—what, we say, would be 
the evidence of Mr. Catuaway at the trial 
of the operator on a charge of manslaughter ? 
Mr. Lroyp would do well to reflect on this, 
Let it not be said that the balance of Justice 
is held with a partial hand in England, even 
between quacks, whether of advertising or 


of hospital notoriety. 





DECENCY AND NO QUACKERY. 
Tue following advertisement, or what 
else shall we call it, has frequently ap- 
peared in the morning and evening papers, 





Ma. E. M. Van, Butonece has been libe- 
rated from Newgate, on bai). His trial will] 
be one of very great interest, and we shall | 
be much deceived if any portion of the evi- | 
dence that will be elicited, should goto a 
justification of a verdict of manslaughter. 
Suppose Mr. Martin Van Burcuere had 
performed the operation of lithotomy on ‘‘a 
healthy countryman’’—that the man had died | 
twenty-nine hours after the operation, and 
that Mr. Cattaway, on dissection, had dis- 
covered that there was some ecchymosis be- 
hind the peritoneum, at the posterior part 
of the left iliac region ;—that there was a. 
free division of the prostate, and a clean cut 

! 


within the last fortnight. 


This Day is published, 
LLUSTRATIONS of the DISEASES of 
the FEMALE BREAST. By Sir Asr- 
Ley Coorgn, Bart. Serjeant-Surgeon to the 
King. 


| In the Press, and very shortly will be pub- 


lished, by the same Author, 
ILLUSTRATIONS of the DISEASES of 
the TESTES, 
Sold, &e. 


Dr. Eapvy, of Church-street, Soho ; ortho- 
dox Dr. Eapy ! continue to chalk the brick 
walls, old doors, and lamp posts, with thy 
name and address simply, and thus show an 
example, worthy of speedy imitation, to the 
SercEant-surceon of our Kinc. 
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Elements of Pathology and Practice of 
Physic. By Jonus Macxixtosn, M.D. 
Acting Surgeon to the Ordnance, N. B., 
and Lecturer on the Practice of Physic 
in Edinburgh. Edinburgh, Carfrae. 
London, Longman. 1828. pp. 484. 


Tue reputation of Dr. Mackintosh, which 
has for many years stood deservedly high in 
the profession, has latterly been greatly en- 
hanced, by his bold and successful innova- 
tion upon the established treatment of one 
of the most perplexing disorders with which 
the art of medicine has to contend. Disre- 
garding immemorial custom, and despising 
principles which wanted the support of both 
facts and reason, Dr. Mackintosh was the 
first to deviate from the beaten path in inter- 
mittent fever, and to set astrong example of 
the importance of attacking with the lancet 
the cold stage of this difficult disease. He 
is now extensively known as the author of 
a remedy which bas, in a multitude of 
cases besides those in his own immediate 
practice, proved at once decisive and valua- 
ble. 

In the course of the last volume of this 
Journal, we published, as our readers ate 
aware, a series of cases in proof of the 
efficacy of Dr. Mackintosh’s plan of treat- 
ment, and with the impression, that in 
noticing his present work, we cannot ren- 
der those of our readers who have not yet 
seen it, a more acceptable service, we shall 
endeavour to present them with the views of 
the author on the subject of intermittent 
fever. Our extracts will necessarily oceupy 
a considerable space, and we shall refrain, 
therefore, from giving a general analysis 
of the work, which, however, could we 
find room to do it justice, it would amply 
deserve, Before inserting the extracts, we 
may observe, that the present is the first of 
two volumes which are intended to contain 
the whole of the theory and practice of me- 
dicine, which Dr. Mackintosh has been 
teaching in Edinburgh for several years. 
The second volume, we believe, is upon the 
eve of publication, and, if we may judge by 
the first, the two will form, both a valua- 
ble text-book to his pupils, and a work of 
interest to the profession at large. The 
present volume is distinguished by clear 


and sound pathological views, originality 


REVIEW OF DR. 





MACKINTOSH’S 


and independence of thought, @ fearless ex- 
posure of wig and gown classifications and 
absurdities, whenever they interfere with 
true principles, and contains evidence in 
every page, of the acute and experienced 
physician. 

Intermittent fever forms the first of those 
divisions into which the subject of fevers in 
general is separated, and the definition, phe- 
nomena, causes, pathology, treatment, and 
post-mortem appearances of intermittents, 
are the heads under which it is discussed. 
Dr. Maekintosh defines intermittent fever 
to be 

‘A complaint of very frequent occur- 
rence in all warm countries, and one of the 
purest specimens of a disease depending 
upon an irregular determination of blood, 
in which the system is generally relieved by 
the unaided powers of the constitution.” 
He objects to the usual classification, 
Instead of three kinds, 

“They ought all to be regarded as the 
same disease, with a longer or shorter inter- 
val; the one frequently runs into the other. 
The longer the interval, the more severe the 
paroxysm, and vice versa.” 

Under the head of phenomena, Dr. Mac» 
kintosh has not, as he could not well have, 
any thing new to add. He observes, how- 
ever, in speaking of the tremours of the body, 

“If I can trust my own sensations, and © 
the accounts | have subsequently heard from 
others, these affect internal as well as ex- 
ternal parts.” 

We apprehend, that a contrary opinion 
would be a very izrational one. It would be 
rather difficult to draw the line between 
any external and internal portions of the 
body or its organs, with a view to determine 
which parts are, and which are not, con- 
cerned in that convulsive effort which na- 
ture is making to recover the equilibrium of 
the blood, when the human frame is said to 
shiver. 

On the subject of the causes, we need not 
dwell longer than to remark, that Dr. Mac- 
kintosh’s opinions are decidedly and very 
rationally opposed to the doctrine, that expo- 
sure to marsh miasm will of necessity occa- 
sion ague. He is also opposed to the opi- 
nion, that it is ever contagious. A sum- 
mary of his views are pretty nearly con- 
veyed in the following passage :— 

*‘From personal observation, acquired 
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during residence and many attacks in a 
marshy district, the first circumstances 
which attracted my attention were, that men 
were more liable to the disease than females, 
whites than blacks, the dissolute than the 
Steady, and that agues were most prevalent 
at new and full moon ;” 

The daily effects of evaporation being at 
that time more prominent, from the tides 
covering the marshes. 

The Pathology—Dr. Mackintosh con- 
siders that the symptoms which occur in the 
cold stage are evidences of, and are great in 
proportion to, a congestion of internal organs, 
and irregular determination of the blood, 
the lungs being gorged, and the blood not 
properly decarbonised. That the tremours 
are attributable to congestion of the spinal 
marrow. The sense of cold and pains owing 
partly to the state of the nervous system, 
and partly to the state of the lungs. The 
prostration and sinking to obstructed action 
of organs; of all which circumstances Dr, 
Mackintosh considers proof is to be found, 
in the fact that, 


** Abstracting blood in the cold stage will 
immediately remove, not only the difficulty 
of breathing, the pain in the head and loins, 
disordered functions of the brain, the op- 
pression at the precordia, &c., but will also 
stop the rigours, restore the strength of the 
pulse, increase the heat of the whole body, 
and cause the sensation of cold to vanish.”’ 


We come now to the treatment of inter- 
mittents, and taking up the argument at the 
commencement, shall extract as much of it 
as is necessary to the full elucidation of Dr. 
Mackintosh’s practice. The whole of the 
section is written in a style vivacious, prac- 
tical, and familiar, and, we believe, will be 
read with a degree of interest that will 
render unnecessary any apology for the 
length to which the quotation extends. 


** In the eold stage, which generally lasts 
from half an hour to two or three hours, the 
first thing to be done is to endeavour, by 
every means in our power, to restore the 
heat of the body, and to relieve uneasy feel- 
ings, with a view to shorten its duration, and 
bring about re-aetion. Hot applications, 
increasing the quantity of bed-clothes, 
warm drinks, stimulants, opiates, and ether, 
have been strongly recommended—with how 


little success, every experienced man can | 
testify. The best method of applying heat | 
is, to surround the patient with bottles filled | 








relief when a sufficient degree of heat is 
applied to the epigastric region. It appears 
to be more efficacious than the general warm 
baths in which | have seen a patient shiver, 
and complain loudly of the cold, when the 
bath was heated above 100°. It is a come 
mon plan to give a bumper of gin or brandy, 
with some pepper, to create re-action, and 
cut short the cold stage; and there can be 
no doubt that it has sometimes succeeded ; 
but I have seen much injury ensue in many 
eases. This enables us to account for the 
horror entertained by the older writers, 
against cutting short the cold fit, because it 
was never attempted by any other means 
than by ardent spirits, large doses of opium, 
and ether. Dr. Gregory used to mention, 
in his lectures, two cases of violent epis- 
taxis, which reduced the patients to great 
weakness, succeeded to doses of brandy and 
pepper. In the instances which fell under 
my own observation, and to which I have 
already alluded, violent head symptoms suc- 
ceeded, and, in two or three instances, local 
inflammations. 

Bleeding in the cold stage will in a great 
Majority of instances, cut it short ; in fact, 


jit will-rarely fail in stopping the existing 


paroxysm, and, on many occasions, it has pre- 
vented a return of the disease to which the 
patients had been long subject, and by which 
they were nearly worn out. It is difficult 
to determine what quantity of blood it will 
be necessary to draw in any given case ; 
sometimes it requires twenty-four ounces ; 
Ihave known three ounces suffice, and, in 
one case, an ounce and a half produced the 
full effect. The better the vein is opened, 
the greater is the chance of destroying the 
disease at a small expense of blood; but, in 
many cases, the operation is attended with 
considerable difficulty, from the convulsive 
tremours which affect the whole body. I 
was once successful by bleeding in a cold 
stage, which had lasted twenty-six hours. 
The blood sometimes only trickles down the 
arm, and, as the system is relieved, the 
stream becomes stronger and stronger, till at 
last it springs from the orifice, and before 
six ounces are taken, the patient will ex- 
press the relief from violent “- in the 
head and loins. It will then be observed 
that he breathes more freely. The tre- 
mours become slighter and slighter, and, by 
the time a few more ounces are abstracted, 
they will cease altogether, and with them 
will vanish the painful sensation of cold. 
The pulse will be found stronger, and a 
gentle moisture will be observed on the 
body. If the patient is properly managed 
with respect to bed-clothes, neither hot nor 
sweating stage will follow. Most of the pa- 
tients who have been treated by myself, or 
by my pupils under my immediate inspec- 


with hot water; and it affords considerable jo have fallen asleep immediately after 
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the operation ; but some of them have even 
got up and dressed themselves.* 

Cullen stated, that all the subsequent 
phenomena of fever depended upon the cold 
stage, which, although a mere hypothesis of 
his, is now, for the first time, proved to be 
true; but it must be recollected that fevers 
sometimes exist without any appearance of 
a cold stage, or even a sense of chilliness, 
The bleeding appears to act by relieving the 
heart and large internal vessels from their 
State of engorgement, by unloading the 
lungs, and by removing the congestion from 
the venous system of the brain and spinal 
marrow; which is exactly what nature 
effects, but always at mre risk, by 
the state which is termed re-action. ‘hat 
the practice is safe, I am warranted in 
stating, not only from my own experience, 
but also upon the authority of Dr. Haviland, 
the distinguished professor of the practice of 
physic in the University of Cambridge, who 
has tried it in several cases ; of Dr. Malden, 
of Worcester; of Dr. Buller, of Cork; of 
Dr. Buchan, inspector of army hospitals, 
and late physician to the Royal Infirmary of 
Edinburgh ; of Dr. Alison, in the clinical 
wards of the Infirmary; of Dr. Cambridge, 
who saved the life of a gentleman on the 
Continent by this means, after bark and 
arsenic had failed, and who was so fully im- 
pressed with the value of the remedy, that 
he afterwards submitted himself to the 
operation on two different occasions. Dr. 
William Stokes, of Dublin, a physician of 
great promise, has also tried this practice on 
a tolerably large scale, and with all the suc- 
cess which he had been led to expect from 
my papers upon this subject; and he has 
promised to lay the results speedily before 
the profession. These gentlemen, and many 
others, have given their testimony not only 
as to the perfect safety of bleeding in the 
cold stage, but as to its great efficacy in 
stopping the paroxysm in a moment, and 
also in many cases as to its curing the dis- 
ease. And if still stronger evidence were 
required, I can refer, with great confidence, 
to the cases in the work of M. Bailly, in 
which the usual remedies either failed, or 
could not be had recourse to from the pati- 
ent’s dying, shivering in the cold stage. ‘To 
satisfy the credulous, and those who are 
bigoted to the system of Cullen, I would 
still further refer to the dissections recorded 
in the above work ; and in order to provide 
every practitioner with means of forming 
his own opinions, 1 have published an ad- 
ditional paper in Tne Lancet, together 
with all the interesting cases and dissections 
from the work of M. Bailly.t 





* See cases at page 1¥, 72, 106, 438, &c., 
of our last volume.—Ep. I. 
t Since writing the above, and while this 
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A curious and an interesting fact was 
communicated to me by Dr. Foot, (who 
served with the 17th regiment in Iodia,) 
when he did me the honour to attend 
lectures, and which he has since publis! 
in his thesis—that some Persian physicians 
apply ice to the surface of the body in the 
cold stage of intermittents, and it is report- 
ed with good effect. I have also heard that 
it is a practice with some in India, to use the 
cold affusion. It is proper, also, to mention 
the plan of preventing the paroxysm upon 
the first appearance of its approach, by ap- 
plying tourniquets to the extremities, which 
was first noticed by Dr. Kellie, in the 1st 
and 2d volumes of the Annals of Medicine. 
‘The tourniquets appear to act by confining 
the blood in the extremities, and preventing 
so much at least of the congestion in inter- 
nal organs. 

The best treatment which can be pursued 
in the hot stage, is to remove the bed- 
clothes as far as the season and the patient’s 
feelings will admit ; to sponge the extremi- 
ties with water, to use cold drinks, and, iu 
fact, to employ every means which can di- 
minish the temperature of the body. If 
there are marks of any local intlammation, 
bleeding is to be had recourse to, either 
general or topical, and has always been em- 
ployed, by judicious practitioners, under 
such circumstances ; but it is a curious fact, 
that although bleeding in the cold stage 
will, on many occasions, prevent @ recur- 
rence of the disease, it is rare that the same 
practice employed in the hot stage will have 
that effect. I need not speak of febrifuge 
and diaphoretic mixtures, which are very 
good for the druggist, will assist in filling 
the pockets of the routine practitioner, and 
suit the notions of a symptomatical physi- 
cian. It is more than doubtful whether 
such medicines ever diminished the violence, 
or shortened the duration, of the hot stage 
of an intermittent. 

When the sweating stage commences, it 
must be encouraged till all the uneasy feel- 
ings are relieved, or at least mitigated, 
Great injury is done by allowing patients to 
perspire longer, by which they are not only 
unnecessarily weakened, but the subsequent 
paroxysms of the disease are, in general, 
rendered more violent. The best way of 
stopping this stage is, to change the linens, 
after drying the patient carefully with 





sheet was in the press, I had the pleasure of 
seeing Assistant-Surgeon Marshall of the 
87th Regiment, who stated that the practice 
of bleeding in the cold stage was now com- 
monly had recourse to in his regiment; and 
he added, that he bad never seen a case in 
which he had to regret employing this 
means, and it had been successful in a con- 
siderable number of instances, 
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towels, and to place him on a couch. A {Had this distinguished author been aware of 
second ‘ysm has been frequently traced | the safety and success of my plan of bleed- 
to a chill, occasioned by the coldness of the | ing in the cold stage, he would not have 
damp clothes, towards the termination of | made the complaint, that in the worst in- 


- the sweating stage. Should there be no|termittents, that is to say, those which died 


marks of any local inflammation, the patient | in the cold stage, he had ‘ not time to em- 
should be offered light nourishing food, and | ploy bleeding.’ Speaking of bleeding in 
even wine, if necessary. this disease, he says, at page 383 :—* Car 
- Treatment ing the Interval.— The j'en excepte toujours les fiévres intermit- 
first thing to be done, is to determine whe- | tentes pernicieuses, dans lesquelles on n’au- 
ther or not there exists any local disease, rait pas le temps d’employer la saignée, si on 
and if so, what is its nature and seat! Medi- ne se rendait pas maitre du mouvement ner- 
cal men have hitherto deceived themselves | veux par ce précieux anti-périodique.’ 

very much by treating this disease, as well| It isin such instances as these that the 
as many others, merely from its name ; be-| great advantage of bleeding in the cold stage 
cause it is intermittent fever, bark must be is most apparent. In some of M. Bailly’s 
prescribed! Another error into which they | cases, stimulants and bark, in considerable 
have fallen, in the treatment of this disease, | quantity, were given without benefit. By 
is, that they imagine the only organic le-| bleeding in the cold stage, we stand upon 
sions which take place exist in the liver and vantage-ground. We assist the powers of 
spleen, ‘whereas the brain and the lungs the constitution, struggling to create re- 
suffer, perhaps, more frequently. I have action; we remove the congestion prompt+ 
also seen fatal affections of the heart arise in ly, before any mischief is produced ; and we 
the train of consequences frou intermittent | place the patient in a situation in which 
fever. Bronchitis is also a frequent occur- jthere is no occasion for those efforts to be 
rence. These facts are stated from my own | called into action, and which, as has been 
experience ; and, except the last respecting | already stated, are never excited without 
bronchitis, they are fully proved by the/considerable risk. Experience has also 
cases and dissections recorded by M. Bailly, | taught me, that bleeding in the cold stage is 
as well as by the facts which are to be | far more efficacious than bleeding during the 
found in the works of Pringle, Cleghorn, | hot, or in the intervals. Several cases might 
Chisholm, and others. If any organic dis-| be quoted, in which bleeding was had re- 
ease exists, bark will be injurious, until it, course to in the hot stage, to moderate threat- 
is either mitigated or entirely removed.|ening symptoms, but without preventing a 
Hence, M. Bailly came to the following | return of the disease at the regular period ; 
practical conclusion, that he bled, to dispose | and in these same instances, bleeding in a 
the system to receive the action of the bark, | subsequent cold fit, has had the effect, not 
and that he has suddenly, by such means,|only of stopping the existing paroxysm, 
subdued intermittent fevers, which had pre-| but of preventing its return. 

viously resisted all other means; and he| Bark has been,Jong in use ; and although 
assures us, at page $66, that although he/I never denied that it bad virtues in this 
would not proscribe bark, yet he believes | disease, yet, when given in substance, in 
that bleeding alone, in most cases, above |the large doses which are admitted to be 
all, in our climate, would bring about a more | necessary, 1 have so frequently seen it do 
substantial recovery than the bark. He) mischief, that the question has often sug- 
also makes a very strong statement at page gested itself to me, whether or not it was 
375. ‘In the commencement of an inter- | not more injurious than beneficial? It seems 
mittent fever, (says he,) one is almost} to be injurious, in many cases, by overload- 
always sure to destroy it by a large bleed-| ing the stomach and bowels with indiges- 
ing; and he shows that this disease is not | tible ligneous fibre, and I have seen it cause 
so fatal to poor, debilitated subjects, as to serious intestinal irritation, as displayed by 
those who are better off, and better fed.| griping pains in the bowels, diarrhea, and 
For example, the mortality at Rome, where | painful tenesmus. On examining the stools 
great misery prevails, is 1 in 26 of the whole | in these cases, they seemed chiefly to con- 
population, whereas, in the marshes in the | sist of bark, with a considerable quantity of 
neighbourhood of the Sienne, the mortality} mucus, occasionally tinged with a little 
is in the enormous proportion of 1 to 10 of} blood. The preparation from bark, which 
the whole population. He also assures us,|is known by the name of the sulphate of 
at page 383, that we are not to dread de- quinine, is the greatest improvement in mo- 
bility; for he states, that those patients|dern pharmacy, and the knowledge of its 
who were bled by himself abundantly, and | beneficial, one might almost say specific, 
at short intervals, not only were not de-j|effects in simple intermittents, affords suf- 
pressed by this debility, but recovered in a) ficient proof of the virtues of the substance 
few days a state of strength and of health} from which it is extracted; yet this remedy, 
which they had not kaown for a long time. | all-powerful as it is, is useless in the cold 
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and must also fail in cases i 
ed wih orguoe disease, Dr. Fordyce, who 
this 3 
perfectly regular tertians, the most skilful 





have been baffied in the use of 


ravien bark, and other medicine 
recommended as useful in this disease.’ My 
youthful readers may rest assured, that the 
same observations are equally applicable to 
the sulphate of quinine ; yet they will meet 
probably with many practitioners, who 

will assure them that they have never seen 
& case in which bark, exhibited in substance, 
or in any other form, has failed in their 
hands. When they hear such statements, 
they may rest assured that such practitioners 
had had the good fortune never to meet with 
a severe case, or that there is some subter- 
— Some medical men, it is but chari- 
table to suppose, are in the habit of deceiv- 
ing themselves; for I have heard of many 
who allege they cure every case of fever, 
amd every case of inflammation, by brandy, 
rt wine, and beef steaks; and that the pa- 
jents are to be regarded a8 in no danger, if 
they can only be got to swallow plenty of 
these articles. They also state that they 
tarry lancets in their pockéts, but that they 
never use them on any occasion. The sen- 
sible part of the profession regards any man 
as a quack, or en impostor, who asserts such 
universal success in the treatment of fevers 
and inflammations, and particularly by such 
means. It will be found that such indivi- 
duals have recourse to subterfuges of the 
following kind. They undoubtedly lose pa- 
tients; but as they do not choose to admit 
they died of fevers or inflammations, they 
assert that such a one died in a faint, or 
from debility ; or from cachexia; or from a 
leuco-phlegmatic state ; or from the nerves ; 
or from softening of the brain, or some other 
organ, the effects, according to them, of any 
thing but inflammation! It may be de- 
pended upon by those who are young in the 
profession, that no means hitherto devised 
can be expected to be universally success- 
ful ; and the cases have been already pointed 
out, in which that most potent of all réme- 
dies in intermittents, the sulphate of qui- 
nine, may be expected to be beneficial, as 


well as those in which the same happy re-| 


sult is not to be looked for. It cannot be 
too strongly impressed upon the mind, that 
experience has taught me to beware of any 
— of bark, while the patient has 

ver, or complains of oppression at the 
precordia. 

Sydenham’s recommendation of pres- 
cribing bark in the intervals, has been sup- 
ported by subsequent experience. Bark is 
given in substance, in decoction, infusion, 
and in extract; but no one who has seen 


the superior effects of the sulphate of qui- 


ee the treatment of 
i states, that ‘ in many cases of 


| 
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nine, will, I am persuaded, ever use batk 
= the other a if - can obtaiu 
ith respect to the doses of quinine, 
dra] states that Lerminier has preseribed 
in a very great number of cases, in t 
doses of three and four each, with 
interval of halfan hour, four or five hour 
before the paroxysm. And he assures us, 
that given in this manner, it bas almost al- 
ways cut the fever short. In some cases, 
the fever hes been prevented, by the 
exhibition of the quinine twelve or fifteen 
hours before the paroxysm. Once the qui- 
nine was given by accidént in the middle of 
the cold stage, and that paroxysm was nei- 
ther weaker nor more intense than the pre- 
ceding one. The greater part of those indi- 
viduals who took the two doses of three 
ins each, had slighter paroxysms than 
fore ; but the fever was. not nly cut 
short, as it was in those who took the two 
doses of four grains each. He also states; 
that in two cases the sulphate of quinine 
did not subdue the fever till the dose was 
increased to twelve ins; and Lerminier 
gave three individuals twenty grains each 
uring the day, stopping the fever without 
producing any accident. But with several 
other patients, to all appearance in the same 
circumstances with the — , a few 
grains of the sulphate of quinine created 
troublesome nervous toms, such as, 
violent palpitation of the heart ; oppression ; 
the globus hystericus ; general uneasiness ; 
flying pains in different parts of the chest 
and abdomen. The manner in which I have 
prescribed the quinine, is to give three 
dozen of five grains each, with halfan hour 
| of interval immediately before the expected 
paroxysm ; or three graius every half hour, 
beginning about three hours before the pa- 
roxysm. I have taken three and five grains, 
without feeling any thing unusual, and I 
afterwards ventured upon ten, but a violent 
headach followed, and continued nearly 
|three days; I have given ten grains, how- 
ever, to others, on two or three occasions, 
| without producing any such effect. 
Arsenic has been long in use in intermit- 
| tent fever, and there can be no doubt that it 
| has often proved very serviceable. Fowler's 
|solution is the preparation now in general 
|use, under the name of liquor arsenicalis ; 
the dose is from two to twenty drops, 
| twice or thrice a day. Other tonics and 
bitters have also been recommended ; the 
best of these is the infusion of quassia. 
Opiates have also been exhibited, immedi- 
ately before an expected paroxysm, some- 
times with benefit, as far as they occasion- 
ally cut short an attack, but they generally 
produce violent headach. Laxative medi- 
cines, to keep the bowels easy, form an es- 
sential part of the treatment ; and in severe 
instances, the stools should always be ex, 
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aminéd. 1 have met with cases which re- 
sisted every » till it was ascertained 
that the patients given erroneous ac- 


counts respecting the number and ar 
ance of the stools; and upon the bowels 
being put in proper order, the disease has | 
ven way without any further trouble. | 
tom the idea that intermittent is a disease 
of debility, many practitioners give nourish- 
ing and stimulating diet, with wine, in all 
eases; but after the pathological account 
Which I have given, and the appearances) 
on dissection, a word more need not 
be said to show the impropriety of such 
conduct. In some instances it is beneficial, 
where there is no local disease, in others it 
must prove prejudicial.* The patient should 
according to the season of the year, | 
and the temperature of the climate. He | 
should avoid exposure in bad weather, and 
particularly in our climate during the preva- 
lence of easterly winds, and keep to the 
house after sunset, till he is sufficiently re- 
eovered.” 


This extract is sufficient to show, that the 
work deserves the highest station in me- 
dical libraries. 
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Mr, Carraway, President, in the Chair. 


(The last Evening of the Session.) 


FOHTAL MONSTROSITY——DELIRIUM TREMENS 
—OTITIS—CLOSE OF THE SESSION. 


Tne Minutes of the last Meeting were 
read. 

Mr. Fenner exhibited a specimen of 
monstrosity. ‘The patient from whom it had | 
been taken, was a woman at the full period | 





On introducing his hand, however, he dis- 
covered an extremity, and, with slight as- 
sistance, brought away the monster which 
was now before the society. There was but 
one extremity, which terminated in a sort of 
club-foot, and was attached to something 
resembling an abdomen. At the opposite 
end was a growth, which seemed designed 
for the head, but it had neither ears, 
eyes, perfect nose, nor mouth, though it ex- 
hibited a sort of profile, with the appearance 
of a nose. It was attached by the navel 
string to the placenta of the other child. 
Before the navel string was cut, there was 
a very indistinct pulsation in it, but all vi- 
tality seemed to leave the moment it was 
divided. As far as had been traced, there 
was nothing representing heart, lungs, or 
stomach. He intended to dissect it at a 
future period, and should take an opportus 
uity of detailing the appearances. 

The Reotsrrar read a paper, detailing 
the circumstances of a butcher, 43 years of 
age, who had been attacked with delirium 
tremens, which had proved fatal, with on 
account of the post-mortem examination by 
Dr. Hodgkin. ‘The patient had been ats 
tended by Mr. Callaway and Mr, liiff. He 
had been a hard drinker, as well as a labos 
rious man. Fof*a long time past, he had 
been unable to get out of his bed, and put on 
his clothes, until he had drank a pint of 
porter and a glass of gin; immediately on 
getting up, he had been in the habit of 
adding to that, half a pint of ale, and he 
would not let many hours of the day pass withe 
out doing homage at the shrine of Bacchus, 
On Saturday he was taken ill; he had ex- 
treme difficulty in lifting his hand to his 
mouth, when he attempted to take fluids ; 
he had also huskiness and inflammation of 
the throat. Between the time of his being 
taken ill and the following night, he was 
cupped, had leeches and blisters applied, 
and opium and aperients administered, which 
seemed to have given him relief. Early on 


of utero-gestation, to whom he was called, | Monday morning, however, he was seized 
After delivering her of a perfect living child, | with a violent paroxysm which carried him 
he thought there was still something in the | off. Dissection exhibited a turgidity of all the 
uterus, but from the size of the abdomen, | vessels of the brain ; some ossific patches of 
did not expect there could be another child, | the dura mater, and a considerable quantity 
|of puriform matter expressible from the 
* It is quite unnecessary to notice the | lungs. 

practical recommendations of Dr. M‘Cul-| Dr. Ryan wished to know on what prin- 
loch, who has not practised since the last | ciple this case had been treated. 





century, but who, in the year 1827, has| 
taken upon himself to write a practical | 
work. It is surprising that a geologist | 
should be allowed to occupy a pathological | 
field of inquiry, without being blown out of. 


Mr. Inirr said, that at the beginning of 
the complaint, a few ounces of blood were 
taken away by cupping; as there was evi- 
dently a pharyngeal affection, leeches were 
applied about the throat ; opium was given, 


it into his own proper sphere !! I entertain and the bowels were opened, which for a 
great respect for Dr. M:Culloch, as a che- | time afforded considerable relief. ‘The dif- 
mist and geologist, but certainly hold him rast he had in swallowing, and the con- 


very cheap as a pathologist. vulsions he laboured under, when fluid was 





316 


offered to him, at one time created an im- 

ion that he had been affected with hy- 
drophobia, which impression increased for a 
time, when on its being recollected that 
some few weeks previously, a puppy with 


which he had been playing, had slightly | 


bitten him, This noticn, however, was soon 
effaced, the dog being now alive and per- 
fectly well. 

Mr. Denpy, a new member, introduced 
the subject of otitis. He considered this 
disease among children during dentition, 
much more common than was generally be- 
lieved, and that it was a subject well de- 
serving of the consideration of the society. 
His treatment consisted in the application 
of leeches and poultices behind the ear; in 
the exhibition of calomel and laxatives, and 
in keeping the patient cool ; absorption of 
the bones generally took place, and effusion 
of matter between the dura mater and the 
bones, which destroyed life. He exhibited 
a portion of absorbed bone which he had 
taken from a little patient 4 years of age. 

Dr. Burn directed the attention of the 
society to the anatomy of the parts con- 
cerned in ottorhea, or otitis, on the ravages 
it made, and to what he conceived to be the 

rtreatment. ‘The first symptoms ge- 
nerally were, pains in the ear ; suppuration 
ensued, inflammation of the cavity of the 
tympanum followed, and pus was discharged 
into the mastoid cells, it then found its way 
through small foramina, in the petrous por- 
tion of the temporal bone into the brain ; 
and either through this, or by an attack of 
meningitis, pacients lost their lives. The 
whole danger of the disease consisted in the 
accumujation of pus, which could not find an 
exit; and the object in the treatment was, 
if possible, to prevent that accumulation. 
At an early stage of the disease, this could 
only be done by injections. Though the 
— extended very considerably to- 
wards the brain, provided injections could 
be had recourse to, even if it were neces- 
sary to apply the trephine for the purpose, 
a cure might in many cases, be effected 
The disease did not take place at any par- 
ticular period; patients became the sub- 
jects of it at 14, 20, 30, or 40 years of 

e, and it might go on for 15 or 20 years. 

e had examined a man 42 years of age, 
who had recently died of this disease. The 
brain generally presented a very vascular 
appearance; it was firm and more than 
usually vascular, and the membranes were 

articularly so, especially in the neighbour- 
hood of the diseased bone. He believed 
there was no part of the dura mater ab 
sorbed, so as to admit matter to enter be- 
tween it and the arachnoides. Matter, how- 
ever, had found its way from the mastoid 
cells, to between the dura mater and the skull. 
There was a small quantity of it in that 











OTITIS,—PRESIDENT’S ADDRESS, 


situation in the nei _of the 
ear. Great pain hed experienced in 
this case over the mastoid process, con- 


siderable enlargement of the parts —— 
it. Mr. Callaway had seen the case; 

he (Dr. B.) believed it to be that gentle- 
man’s opinion, that if another such case 
should present itself to him, he would not 
hesitate to trephine. 

The Presipent stated, that when he saw 
the man alluded to, be was labouring under 
paralysis of the left cheek (the diseased 
side) and there was a large tumour in the 
neighbourhood of the mastoid process. Six- 
teen years previously he had been thrown 
from a cart, at which period the pain in the 
head commenced. It continued for a long 
time, and medical remedies were resorted 
to. Shortly after the accident a discharge 
from the ear appeared, which was in the 
course of time arrested by stimulating injec- 
tions, but from that moment the pain in- 
creased, and rose to such an extent, that he 
was under the necessity of reviving the dis- 
charge by the introduction of probes. When 
he succeeded in this, the pain gradually 
subsided, and the discharge continued with- 
out much pain for a very long period. The 
pain latterly became most excruciating. He 
(the President) made a free opening into 
the tumour before alluded to, which was 
followed by a very fetid discharge, much 
resembling, in all respects, that which issues 
from diseased bones. Introducing a probe 
through this opening into the mastoid cells, 
they were easily broken down. He carried 
the probe through them into the internal 
ear, from which a second evacuation took 
place, which seemed to give great relief. A 
dossil of lint was introduced into the open- 
ing, the discharge kept up, and the butcher 
enabled again to attend to his business. 
Some time afierwards the discharge again 
ceased; the pain was renewed, and again 
he called on him. At this time Sir Astley 
Cooper was requested also to see the case, 
and it was thought that the trephine should 
be applied. The man was in great agony, 
and willing to submit to any thing. A day 
or two passed away; another consultation 
took place, at which the operation was de- 
cided upon, but in the interim the patient 
became suddenly comatose, and died. 

The President had seen another case of 
this sort, which proved fatal, in which the 
internal ear was destroyed, together with a 
very considerable portion of the cerebrum. 





At the close of the evening, the President, 
addressing the members, said, ‘‘ It becomes 
now my duty to inform you, that this is the 
last night of our meeting for my oye sea- 
son, and we shall adjourn from this evening 
to the evening of the last Monday of next 
September. As your President, 1 feel very 
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much honoured and obliged by the attention 
you have paid by your attendance in the 
Society, to the various subjects that have 
been introduced to its notice. Though oc- 
casionally we may have felt the want of 
subjects for discussion, I am sure that this 
has not been the case during the last few 
evenings, which have been peculiarly inter- 
esting. I feel that it is only necessary for 
us to proceed in the same course, to main- 
tain that reputation which this Society, as 
the parent of all others, ought to enjoy—the 
Society from which every similar institution 
in this great metropolis has sprung; and 
while it ought to set an example to them, 1 
am sati it is capable of continuing to be 
every thing its members can desire, ‘The 
accumulation of facts, the discussions to 
which they give rise, and the association of 
members, are fraught with advantage, and 
must do honour to our profession. Trusting 
we shall all be usefully employed between 
this and the next session, allow me in con- 
clusion to wish you every comfort and hap- 
piness until we meet again.” 

On the table of the Society were several 
acoustic instruments, for cases of confirmed 
deafness, which had resisted every attempt 
at cure, laid there by Mr. Curtis, whose re- 
marks the President regretted the lateness 
of the hour had prevented him from hear 
ing. Sir Edward Stracey’s lately invented 
instrument was amongst them. It consisted 
of the usual ear trumpet, with the addition 
of a flexible tube for the mouth, by which 
the power of hearing is importantly in- 
creased. Of this apparatus Mr. C. expressed 
a very favourable opinion. There were also 
some artificial ears of silver, &c. closely 
adapted to the frame of the ear, for collecting 
sound, and an acoustic trumpet with slides, 
similar to those of opera glasses, for the 


pocket. 





ST. THOMAS’S HOSPITAL. 


COMPOUND FRACTURE OF THE LIG. 


Epwarp Hawnery, an interesting little 
fellow, four years of age, was conveyed into 
King’s Ward, No. 21, on the 15th of May, 
at about five in the afternoon, with a com- 
pound fracture of the tibia and fibula, at the 

iddle third, d bya cart wheel running 
over the leg about an hour previously. There 
isa deeply-incised wound extending from the 
spine of the tibia, to more than balf round 
the leg, dividing a large portion of the gas- 
trocnemii muscles; about half an inch of the 
tibia is denuded, and the upper portion pro- 
jecting through the wound over the lower. 
A person was immediately despatched for 
Mr. Green, who attended at about seven 
o'clock, and found it necessary to remove 





the projecting portion of bone, but had con- 
siderable difficulty in overcoming the foolish 
opposition of the mother, who was present 
the whole of the time ; having set aside her 
scruples; the operation was performed 
with Hey’s saw. ‘The child did not appear 
to suffer greatly, but the parent seemed 
much agitated, perhaps more so than the 
occasion required; but some allowance 
should be made for the feelings of a mother 
in such a situation, and, in our humble opi- 
nion, the tittering and laughter of the sur- 
rounding pupils might have been spared, at 
least the oath of one tall gentleman, whose 
name we need not mention, might, without 
any impropriety, have been omitted. After 
the removal of the end of bone, the frac- 
ture was reduced without much further dif- 
ficulty. The wound wasdressed with some 
lint dipped in the blood, and a pair of com- 
mon splints placed lightly one on each side 
of the limb. 

16. Was very restless during the furmer 
part of the night, until five minims of tinc- 
ture of opium were administered, since 
which he has been more composed, and now 
appears perfectly cool and free from pain. 

17. Going on well. 

1%. Has passed rather a restless night, 
and now complains of pain at the left side of 
his head. Bleeding at nose, thirst; pulse 
rather quick. Bowels have not been moved 
since ‘Thursday last; but has taken some 
castor oil this morning. 

19. No evacuation from the bowels; has 
taken three doses of castor oil. Still com- 
plains of headach ; skin hot. 

20. Has passed a better night; bowels 
have been moved once. 

21. Rather a restless night, but cool and 
comfortable now. Wound looking healthy ; 
bowels open. 

23. Free from pain, and going on well. 

26. Appetite good ; bowels open; skin 
cool. Doing well in every respect. 





RHEUMATISM. 


John Connor, ztat, 19, was admitted into 
Edward's Ward, No. 6, on the 14th of May, 
under the care of Dr. Elliotson. He states, 
that he caught a severe cold about a week 
since, and had shortly afterwards a sensa- 
tion of numbness in the right shoulder, ex- 
tending up the neck on that side, which was 
soon succeeded by severe pain on the right 
side of the head, imperfect vision, giddiness, 
especially on moving or turning quickly, 
and™pain of the right shoulder, gradually 
increasing up to the time of his admis- 
sion, Says the headach, pain, &c., always 
become worse at about four o'clock in the 
afternoon, and continue so during the 
greater part of the night. There is increased 
heat of skin, especially over the head. His 
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bowels have been much constipated ; tongue 
coated, white ; 96, full, and not very 
compressible. Ordered to be bled from the 
arm to 16 ounces, and to take of colchicum 
wine half a fluid drachm three times a-day ; 
extract of stramonium one grain in the even- 





15. Expresses himself slightly relieved ; 
blood buted; pulse 96 ; bowels freely eva- 

t e ion to be repeated to 
& pint ; extract of stramonium two grains, in 
the evening. 

17. Pain in the head considerable, but 
not so bad as before his admission. Bowels 
open; pulse soft; very little giddiness, and 
sight improved. 

19. Is free from pain during the day ; but 
the headach returns towards evening, though 
enly in @ slight degree, and without any 
dimness of sight or giddiness. No pain in 
shoulder or side of neck. Omit the extract 
of stramonium, and take the colchicum wine 
only twice in the day. 

21. Headach less, and now confined to 
the occiput, only coming on in the evening. 
Bowels open; tongue less white. 

22. There does uot appear to be much 
alteration. Extract of stramonium, two 
grains every night. 

24. Is fast > AiR feels a slight pain 
in the occiput as the evening approaches, 
but says it is “ hardly worth mentioning.” 
Bowels open ; tongue clean ; pulse natural. 

26. Convalescent; presented. Togo out 
on 28th. The medicine to be continued for 
seven days. 








GUY’S HOSPITAL. 





CONTUSED LEG, GANGRENE, AND DEATH. 


A HEALTHY-LOOKING man, etat. 62, of 
middle stature, was brought to the hospital, 
May 22, under the following circumstances. 
He stated that as he was driving his master’s 
team the preceding night, he was knocked 
down, as he believes, by the shaft of the 
wagon, (being at that time walking in his 
sleep,) the wheel of which passed over 
the inner side of his leg. Was sober at the 
time. Has led a temperate life. The 
accident occurred about one in the morning. 
About half past seven the same morning, 
the man was brought to the hospital bleed- 
ing and much exhausted, having lost a con- 
siderable quantity of blood. The leg had 
not been dressed. The soft parts onthe 
inner side of the leg, from the condyle to the 
malleolus, were Jacerated and very much 
contused, exposing the periosteum nearly 
the whole length. On the outer side of the 
leg was 8 laceration of the integument only, 
about seven inches ia length, Wine was 





CONTUSED LEG—CARCINOMA. 


| immediately given, the man ordered to bed, 
the leg dressed with strapping, and . 
mixtufe prescribed ; at bed time, ten graing 
of ipecacuanha powder. 

On the following day the pulse was favour- 
able, appetite good, skin moist, bowels open, 
and very little irritable fever. On the second 
day the dressing was removed, and there 
being no attempt at union, a common poul- 
tice was ordered, which, on the morrow, 
from the unfavourable condition of the 
wound, was changed for one of diluted nitric 
acid. On the 26th the pulse was weak and 
jlow, the appetite continuing good ; during 
the night he was very restless, got out of 
bed in his sleep and fell down, and, in the 
morning of the ¢7th, the limb, from the 
aucle to the trochanter major, wasin a state 
of complete gangrene; brandy and ammonia 
were freely given, but about eleven o'clock 
the same morning he died. The poor fellow 
was Mr, Morcan’s patient. 
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AMPUTATION OF THE PENIS. 


Lewis Tyson, etat. 60, a band-box 
maker, of a spare habit, grey-haired, and 
emaciated, was admitted into Lazarus Ward, 
under the care of Mr. Lawrence, May 7, 
with carcinomatous ulceration of the penis. 
Is a married man, has not been diseased, or 
ever got any blow on, or injury to the parts 
that he is aware of. His attention was first 
called to the disease about twelve months 
ago. It then appeared in the form of a 
cluster of small pimples under the fore~ 
skin ; they increased in size, and ran into 
one, and for the last three months, the whole 
has been a mass of ulceration discharging 
profusely. There is now a deep excavation 
with everted edges and hardened base, on 
the under surface of the corpora cavernosa ; 
a fungoussubstance shooting forth from under 
the prepuce, indicating as it would seem, 
that the glans and prepuce are both included 
in the disease. Ordered to bave the bowels 
cleared, the extract of conium to be admi- 
nistered, and leeches and poultices applied 
to the parts. 

On Saturday last, at about a quarter to one 
o'clock, he was brought blindfolded into the 
operating theatre, to undergo the operation 
of emputation. When alter being seated 
on the table, Mr. Lawrence took hold of bis 
hand, and asked how he felt, he replied that 
he was very indifferent, that he was of a 
very weak constitution, and begged that no 
more should be removed than was absolutely 
necessary for the cure. Ap assurance to 
this effect having been given by the operator, 
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cision at about one and a half or two inches 
from the pubic arch. Then after slightly 

eting the integuments up towards the 
pubes, with three cuts of the scalpel he se- 
parated the body of the penis. A conside- 
rable quantity of blood was lost, six ligatures 
were applied, and the operation completed in 
twelve minut 


The view of this operation, as well as that . 


of the one following, was at times very 
much obstructed, by the great number of 
persons who were permitted to be in the 
operator’s circle. After Mr. Lawrence com- 
pleted the operation, he turned his back to 
the patient, and immediately began ta dis- 
sect the part that had been removed. The 
poor mao raised himself up, took the hand- 
kerchief from off his eyes, and was permit- 
ted to sit looking over the dissector’s 
shoulder for four minutes, observing as at- 
tentively as the operator could possibly do 
himself, the different appearances each inci- 
sion presented, At length, requesting to 
know what was to be the fate of this once 
or pow part, Mr. Lawrence turned round, 
and answered, ‘Oh! it shall be taken care 
of, my friend, it shall be taken care of.” 
This oecasioned much laughter throughout 
the theatre. 

After the patient was taken away, Mr. 
Lawrence observed, that from the dissection 
it appeared, the fms and prepuce were not 
involved in the disease, as he had expected 
to find ; the scirrhous mass issued from under 
the surface of the corpora cavernosa, tra- 
velling along the prepuce to the orifice of 
the urethra, and nothing short of the opera- 
tion that had been performed, could have 
been expected to afford any relief. 

18th. Slept well during Saturday night, 
and until to-day, has been comparatively 
free from pain, since the operation. The 
urine has d away freely. A cold wet 
cloth has been kept over the wound. It is 
very painful to-day. 

19th. Slept last night, but not so well as 
during the two previous nights. Complains 
much of soreness and smarting pains. There 
is a slight ulcerative process set up on 
the surface of the wound. Pulse quiet. 
Tongue clean and moist. 





A French Physician has lately related a 
case of fatal organic disease of the heart and 
great vessels, in which the patient, a young 
man, grew three inches in height in twenty- 
five pat He measured six feet three 


inches at the age of nineteen, the period of 
his death. ’ 
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To the Editor of Tux Lancer, 


Str,—It behoves all men who value 
medical science, and have the safety of their 
fellow-creatures at heart, to enter their pros 
tests against the scandalous Bill that bas 
just passed the House of Commons, con- 
signing the bodies of the poor to dissection, 
under the mask of promoting the public 


It is not, Sir, that I, or, as I think, any 
man, can object to proper provisions being 
made for the supply of subjects to the 
anatomist, or to unclaimed bodies becom 
the chief source of that supply. But I do 
object to the cold-blooded details, the infa- 
mous omissions gad commissions, which cha- 
racterise this bitter Bill, 

I think you would have been wanting in 
duty to the members of a profession who 
look to your exertions for the furtherance of 
its welfare and honour, if you had failed to 
raise your voice against it. Asone of that 

rofession, who cannot fail to be a sufferer 
y it, permit me to render you my thanks, 
and enter my protest against the Bill. 
our very obliged, 
M.R,C.S, 


Warwick, . une 1, 1829. 





ANATOMY BILL. 


To the Editor of Tue Lanoer. 


Sir,—Most truly and emphatically did 
ou stigmatise the Anatomy Bill, in a late 
umber, asthe ‘ Midnight Bill.” Would 
to God that the shade of the impassioned 
Chatham could have risen in the House ar the 
moment of its passing, with those impressive 
words on his lips, in which he once implored 
his brother peers not to invade the ties of 
humanity, in the case of America, ‘‘ at that 
dark ns silent hour when honest men were 
in their beds, and thieves alone were walk- 
ing for their prey.” Something like shame 
at so just and touching an appeal might have 
arisen, to spare us the infliction of a mea- 
sure of which [ hardly know how to speak 
in terms of sufficient indignation, * * * 
I remain, Sir, 
Your most obedient servant, 
R. Grsson, 





London, June ist, 
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To the Editor of Tur Lancer. 
Sir,—I have been a teacher of anatomy 
in this city for more than nine years, and 
I think I have hed sufficient experience 
on the subject, te be competent to pro- 
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nounce an opinion on the Bill for regulating 


y, on which you have ex- 


Is of Anat 
pressed your opinions so powerfully. If 1| 
did not feel that 1 could dd tittle to what 
you have already said, 1 should be glad to 
state my views on it, through the medium of 
your Journal. | refrain, however, from doing 
this, but furnishing you with my name, || 
beg to convey to you my decided conviction, | 
as the result of much reflection, that the, 
ultimate passing of this Bill will tend to the 
total subversion of every object which it is, 
perbaps humanely, meant to promote, 
And am, Sir, yours, &c., 
Deta. 


Rah 





Edinburgh, May 30, 1829. 
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To the Editor of Tur Lancet. 

Not many years ago my landed property 
was valued at upwards of 20,000/, upon which | 
there was a mortgage of 13,000/. In 1822, | 
the mortgage was foreclosed, and at the sale 
of the property, owing to the effects of 
Peel's Bill, it produced but 12,340/. My 
wife has died of a broken heart; 1 have also 
lost two daughters from consumption, pro- 
bably brought on by grief, and | am now 
the poverty-stricken aud emaciated inmate 
of a workhouse, without a single relation to 
notice me. An Act of Parliament has been 
the cause of all my misery and poverty, and 
now another sct of Parliament, it seems, 
consigns me to dissection like a murderer, 
because I am poor. Gracious Heaven! and 
con this take place in England. In the ab- 
stract, dissection I should disregard, but I 
look with horror upon being classed with and 
treated like a murderer. 

1 am, Sir, 
Your very humble servant, 
One oF THE * UNCLAIMED.” 
Workhouse, Worcestershire, 
May 25th, 1829. 


WESTMINSTER HOSPITAL. 


To the Editor of Tue Lancer. 


Sin,—Knowing your desire to ameliorate 
the condition of the different eleemosynary 
establishments, and to rid them of their 
abuses, I take an early opportunity to in- 
form you, that by giving a gentle hint to the 
conscientious ‘physician of Tuesday and 
Saturday, concerning the irregularities of 
his attendance (as he is very seldom at the 
hospital within half an hour of the appointed | 
time,) you will be rendering a great kind- 
ness to the medical pupils of this stitution. 
At is a very serious inconvenience to those 





ANATOMY BILL—TIC DOULOUREUX. 


students who have lectures to attend; and 
as the gentleman in — is (with great 

ropriety) very strict wi t to certi- 
hcates, Ls but fair to Que whe attend 
him, that ke should be punctual also. 1t bas 
happened several times, that the pupils bav- 
ing waited a considerable time, have left, 
and the worthy doctor has made his appear- 
ance at the hospital after their departure, 
the — part of the patients having 
been seen by the apothecary. By inserting 
the above, you will greatly oblige 

Your obedient servant, 
Veriras. 
Westminster Hospital, 
May 28th, 1829. 





TREATMENT OF TIC DOULOUREUX. 


To the Editor of Tue Lancet. 


Sirx,—In a case of tic douloureux, which 
very recently came under my care, | found 
the introduction of opium into the system, 
by the lymphatics, a most admirable pallia- 
tive. I mixed one ounce of tincture of opium, 
with two ounces of spirit of camphor, and 
directed a small quantity to be smartly 
rubbed in over the facial nerves, at the com- 
mencement of the ysms, and the in- 
teguments afterwards to be covered with 
fiannel. The effects were, almost immediate 
cessation of pain, a gradual diminution of 
the excitement of the system, and induction 
of tranquil sleep. This local treatment, fol- 
lowed up by the internal exhibition of the 
subcarbonate of iron, in the proportion of a 
scruple and a half to two three 
times a-day, produced, in a short space of 
time, a perfect cure of the complaint. In 
communicating to you this case, I wish not 
to be thought desirous of claiming to myself 
the merit of any discovery, in thus adminis- 
tering opium and subcarbonate of iron in 
neuralgic affections; but not being aware 
that, in this particular disease, they have 
been used in the manner I have described, I 
have, on this evidence of their great power, 
deemed it my duty, through the medium 
of ‘Tne Lancet, to lay the case before the 


profession, 
And am, Sir, 
Your most obedient and obliged, 
Groror Henny Evans. 
‘Terrace Street, Kent 
Mwy. 20, 1829, 





TO CORRESPONDENTS. 

Communications have been received from 
=—Mr, I. D. Robinson— Mr. E. Jones— 
Mr. W. Wright—Mr, Jennings—Mr. John 
Leeson—Mr, Charles Brady—C. H.of Dub 
lin— Filias Aururgici—Joe Burns. 
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